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“But We See Jesus” 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


While we looks, net at the thin which are seen. —2 Corinthians 


— Hebrews 2 
‘pow look back} pa knows the fruitless efforts, 
“The wasted hours, the sinning, the regrets ; 

} leave them all with Him who blots the record, 
-And mercifully forgives, and then forgets. 


I don’t look forward ;God Sees all the future, 
The road that, short or long, will lead me home, 

And He will face with me its every trial, 

- and bear for me the burdens that may come. 


“i. don't look round me ; then would fears assail me, 
ay the tumult of earth’ 8 restless seas; 
¢the world, so hres with, woe and evil, 
ss the hope of comfort or of case. 


= then am: I most wretched ; 
on which to stay my trust. 

failures and shortcomings 
avors ivito dust. 


the face of Jesus, 
can rest, my fears are stilled ; 
love, and light for darkness, 
peace, and every hope fulfilled. 





Faith and Works 


- Which is the-more important, great faith or great 
works? There is but one atiswer in God’s Word; 
therefore. there can be but one answer for the Chris- 
~tian..: Faith is“ the root,.and works are the. fruit; 


more. he Sailiene be he has yet to know. 


and the root is greater than the fruit. Faith is that 
which connects us with God himself; works are the 
activities which result from this connection with God ; 
and as God is greater than any and all of his works, 
so that which connects us with him is greater than 
that which results from this connection. When the 
Seventy returned to Christ to report the mighty works 
that they had accomplished in obedience to his com- 
mand and by faith in him, he cautioned them not to 
rejoice in that, “but rejoice that ‘a names are writ- 
ten in heaven” (Luke 10: 20). t God had done 
for them was greater than castle they could do 
for God. _ But, some one says, faith without works 
is dead. Yes; God’s Word makes this very lain. 
Faith that does not result in and produce works is 
dead faith, -, that is, it.is not faith at all. And so 
we may be stire of this: the greater faith we have, 
the greater our-works will be. It is utterly impos- 
sible for a man to have great faith without his life 
being characterized by great works. Hudson Taylor 
had great faith when e entered inland China de- 
pending upon to “one but God. The unspeakably 
great works followed which to-day. are expressed in 
perhaps the greatest missionary organization of mod- 
ern times, the China-Inland Mission. Great faith 
means a clear vision of God’s great faithfulress, As 
we look more fixedly and continually at Him, he ‘wil! 
see to it that ever greater works are acconyphshec 


through our life. 
a 


“Can’t Fool Me” 


Men we. ee least pride ggs A ek themselves on 


knews, 

* The Public 
Ledger of Philadelphia recently reported the experi- 
ence of an eighty-three-year-old inmate of ‘a county 
infirmary who, having been sixty-one yeafs in that 
institution, had just made | a second visit. of his life 
time to the county seat. He was given his first ride 
in a street car, and in an Pecans. <i and then he 
Was shown a motion picture. “When assured that 
he was looking at merely a series of photographs 
projected on a screen, he waxed derisive. ‘They do 
it all back there behind that screen somehow,’ he 
chuckled.” “You can’t fool me,” he said sagely. This 
self-assured; complacent igtiotance. seems both = ludi- 
crous and pathetic.- How infinitely more pathetic must 
seem to God the blind, complacent ignorance of the 
man who says you' “can’t-fool him” into supposing 
that the Word of God-is true, and that Jesus Christ 


Sg oe ged Christ Jesus as the only Saviour. 


.cafy stand in the way of a determined man.” 
cit ds that. the, possibilities of the human will have 


is God, and that He died for our sins, and rose, ant 
is coming again. Many a brilliant university profes: 
sor to-day, who smiles at the news report of the ol¢ 
man who knew better than to believe in motion pic: 


‘tures, is cofgratulating himself on not being. “fooled” 


by the . statements in the Bible about his own lost 


game says “The fool hath ‘said in his heart 
There is . 700” (Psa.. 14: 1). 

the cross is to-them that perish footers but to 
us who are saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 
the discernment of the pecernieg will I bring. to 
nought . hath not God.made foolish the. wisdom 
of the world? . but. we preach Christ crucified, 
unto Jews a stumblingblock, and unto Gentiles fool- 
ishness ; but unto them that are called, both Jews and 
a Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

* (1 Cor, 1; 18-24). 


a“ 
“Where There’s a \.ill” 


Will power can accomplish almost anything. It 
used to be a favorite saying of a well-known leader 
ef the last generation that “Nothing but omnipotence 
Certain 


perhaps, never, yet been sounded, But there is a still 
mightier will, than; this... Bhe Director of the. Great 
Comimissi n Fair dveague: recently wrote, in a let- 
ter toa, that boreied he sent out anything 
for pibticattan’ mn bedi “full aM that 
if God wants. b pub Red ¢ will. fin way and a 
place somehow.” And then he added: “If ‘Where 
there’s a will there’s a way,’ is true of man, ‘surely it 
must be true.of our -sovereign. God.” Man’s will, 
powerful though it is, often resis down. Satan’s 
will is doubtless more powerful than sinful_man’s 
vill, and Satan can bloék and defeat the natu- 
ral man. But God’s will! He cannot be defeated. 
We may change the human proverb to read, “Where 
there’s God’s will, there’s God’s Way.” Christ is the 
Way that God has provided for the full accomplish- 
ment of his loving, perfect will. If we have received 
Christ as Saviour, and have given ourselves unre- 
servedly to him as our Lord, then all the determina- 
tion of hostile men and evil spirits cannot stand 
against us, for we aré safe in the midst of ‘the Way 
by which God’s will shall be done for us, in us, and 
through us, 


A Habit of Professor Jowett’s 


cational world in the nineteenth century was 
Benjamin’ Jowett, Master of Balliol College 
at Oxford. Im the latter part of his life he reigned 
supreme as the most interesting personality at Ox- 
ford. Men learned to leave on one. side those char- 
acteristics of him and his thought which were doubt- 
ful or unsatisfying. But his personal ao ew ways 
were always full of interest. He’ cathe his influ- 
ence after fighting through years pod years of neglect 
and hoStility and disappointment”’such as afte always 
much in evidence in-a world of that Kind: His am- 
bitions were continually disappointed, his schemes 
for. improvement were blocked one after another, 
preferment did not come, his living was kept down 
to a pittance, and yet he kept on p Bris A the years 
until ‘his ‘turn came; ‘and though men never: by any 
means tdok his views about everything, his personal- 
ity was one of the great riches of rg Pa 
And it is very beautiful to r qf the way in 
which -he got through those seem wh endless years 
of setback and ‘opposition. He has left here and 
there hints of the principles on, which he worked on 
and one his heart from sinking. Of two of these 
peiagie es it is worth while for any: Christian to 
thin 
And one of them was this When once he was 
particularly tempted fo do just the wrong thing and 
might have wholly lost his way in endless persoi... 


913931 


O's of the most ‘interesting figures of the edu- 


‘Nearly everybod 


complications, he settled: upon two things, to pray 
and to keep from guarrelings. No matter how. hope- 
less the first might sometimes look, no. matter how 
promising the second might seem to be, he just quietly 
took. his stand.on these two habits as far as he 
could and stuck to them. He resisted the temptation 
to take everything into his own hands and mstead 
kept putting. his ways into ’s hands, and he abso- 
lutely would not be led off into every enticing op- 
portunity of a quarrel. Such opportunities were 
endless, and he saw clearly that where great direct 
attack might never defeat him, yet his strength 
might be all mbbled away by petty trials and giving 
too much attention to them. 

It takes stamina to hold to prayer as our best 
friend and great resource right through everything. 
divines its worth in some great 
moments of his life, but there are times when there 
is ‘nobody at hand. to tell you that’ at all moments 
this is the thing to do and to trust in. The 
times come When this seems all too slow and too 
uncertain, and as if you must simply look out for 
yourself. For long periods nobody seems to- say 
anything about it. It is not much talked of, and 
ever and again the one who simply watches the sur- 
face mood of the. world will think it has almost 
disappeared as one Of the great primal forces. But 
just then and there, im a“not particularly prayerful 
place or atmosphere, he took up once for all with 
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rayer and gave it its place in his life, which it never 


t. 

And the bickerings. How many go down among 
these tempting side-issues which entice on every 
side. Each one leoks like an opportunity to put 
in a good stroke for your main purpose. It seems, 
as if you must take it. You accuse yourself of 
cowardice for not doing it. “What a poor-spiri 
person I am to let this pass,” we are tempted to 
feel. But no character grows strong without resist- 
ing what look like some very attractive avenues and 
short cuts into strength, We have to say of them 
one after another, “This is not for me.” A great 
purpose is. fulfilled quite as much by what it refuses 
as by what it accepts, and many lives: are infirm 
simply because they can refuse nothing. To pray 
and not to quarrel. To be forever finding fresh 
reasons for speaking to God and to grow bolder and 
more daring in “not fearing what man may do unto 
me,” somehow this is the way to peace and strength. 

It was said of Joseph that “the archers have sorely 
grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: but 
his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his 
hands were made strong the hands of tle mighty 
God of Jacob.” Samuel Wilberforce admitted that 
he was always in hot water, but claimed that he 
always came out with clean hands. 

And so little by little the world noticed Jowett's 
continuance. Progress into his own was tragically 
slow, but he was like Daniel, “who continued even 
unto the first year of King Cyrus.” There was 


nothing very brilliant about it, but one by one others 
fell away. Obstacles disappeared. There is such 
a thing as “the gift of continuance,” not a showy 
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ift. Praying and not quarreling can do wonders. 
Su some let terrible fens occur in. their praying 
and others waste untold stre ; 
against everything that stands in their way. As 
Jos Parker once. said, they even make. of every 
providence a thorn and seem to be born to misunder- 
stand everything that is at all great ‘or’noble in the 
way. of opportunity. . 

How dry and undramatic it must all have seemed 
to Jowett a thousand times, How inadequate some- 
times his plain resolution to keep on praying and 
not to quarrel with every possible antagonist or 
condition. . How, too, his. heart must -have. leaped 
‘up sometimes with warmth and delight when he 
knew that he had chosen the right way! 

But besides these two governing principles -he had 
a third. And that was that when some cherished 
plan .was blocked, as it generally was before long, 
instead of hurling all his might against the obstacle 
and staking everything on his pet’ scheme, he let it 
rest for a while, and went at something else. The 
something else was generally the translation of 
Plato’s Dialogues, which went on for years. He 
could always put in a stroke on this work. And so 
no time was wasted even in bad weathers. He made 
something on every tack. And then he would take 
up once more the plan which had been hindered, 
and find that it went through quite smoothly. One 
great worker and writer said that more lives were 
spoiled bortage temper than through anything else. 
But Jowett did not let-his life be spoiled this way. 
And in the end of the | 
useful, influential life through three modest habits, 
which too many of us are too proud t6 form. 





“How She Found Christ” 


Will you please pray for a young stenographer who" 
once taught a Sunday-school class here? , She ‘is, a *% 
professed Christian, but knows nothing of vjttory Gn ° 
Christ and is drifting with the. Ryandes loving, etdwd. 
She. is exceptionally bright, “agd. has much influenge 
ares. Pt friends. Her -fétHer a:nJ.‘two’ brothers ame Sunt-S 
saved, 2% oe Se SY ot 

We are sending her’ The Sunday, Schgpl: Birges * dt 
Augtist 26, 1922, marking the editorial, “Hevt She Found 
Christ,” and would ask you please to pray that this 
may .be used of God in his own way. We are praying 
for you and the Times.—A Pennsylvania Reader. 

On reading the article “How She Found Christ,” it 
seemed exactly to fit the case of so many if our 
churches that the thought came to me, could it not 
be published in tract form and greatly used for the 
glory of God? I would love to have it to use among 
our young people, who, I fear, are many of them in 
need of a. like experience.—An Illinois Reader. 

God has used the writing of the young girl’s expe- 
fience in The Sunday School Times, “How She Found 
Christ,” in giving a friend of mine a real opportunity 
to win her niece to Christ. That account opened the 
way. Praise God for the way he uses the faithful wit- 
ness of a sincere life!—A New Jersey Reader. 

I have just read for the second time “How She Found 
Christ” in The Sunday School Times, and now I am 
sending it to a young man who tries so hard to be-a 
Christian, and it is so hard to deal with him. I am 
praying that God will use this article in this man’s life. 
—A Chicago Reader. 


These letters, all referring to the same article in 
The Sunday Times, — an editorial in the issue 
of August 26, 1922, entitled “How She Found Christ,” 
— show what a far-reaching blessing God has seen 
fit to give through the personal testimony that was 
set down in that article. And these and other readers 
will be glad to know that the editorial is now re- 
printed in convenient pamphlet form. It gives the 
simple story of a young girl who “joined the church” 
six years ago, and then who found, at one of the Vic- 
torious Life Conferences last summer, that joinin 
the church did not necessarily mean even being saved, 
How God brought to pass t's. conviction in her life, 
through her typical experiences cf the previous year, 
when che was going in fo- the usual “amusements” 
and othe: practises of young people of to-day, is told 
in the pamphlet ; and then the simple, definite step «he 
took to receive Christ as her Saviour, Lord, and 
Victory is very plainly described, so that others may 
have the same experience if they will. 

Since last summer - young girl has found that 
all things are new in Rer life, in-a way better, more 
wonderful, more miraculous than she had ever sup- 
¢ posed possible. Her Bible is new, her prayer life is 

new, dancing and theater-going no longer have any 

interest for her; all her relationships in the home, 
in church and Sunday-school, and in her business of- 
fice, are changed and filled with the joy of the Lord. 
Her story may be just what God can use to reach 
and transform the girls in your Sunday-school class, 
or other young people for whom you-have been pray- 
ing. The pamphlet may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at. 30 cents a dozen copies, $2 a hundred, or 
3 cents each, postpaid. 





Shalt:We Have Our 


Loved Ones in Heaven? 


At prayer-meeting our pastor used the following 
verses, and later on another preacher. used them at a 
funeral service of a husband and father, and the widow 
was present: “In the resurrection therefore whose wife 
shall she be? for seven had her to wife. And Jesus 
answering said unto them, Do ye therefore err, because 
ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 
For when they rise from the dead, they neither mafry, 
nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which 
are in heaven” (Mark 12 : 23-25). 

I have always thought that in heaven there will be no 
marriage ceremonies, but that those who have been 
joined together in .holy wedlock will still belong to each 


eother over there; that our love for each other there 


will be even greater and more perfect than it was here. 
Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions”; 
surely. he meant something to take the place of out 
homes here. 

Am I right? I am a widow, and only God knows how 
lonely and homesick I am; and when those preachers 
said husband and wife will not be to each other what 
they wére here, will not recognize each other nor be 
with each other, the very foundations of my faith were 
shaken, for I have thought of my husband waiting for 
me in the giory world, as he said he would, and I have 
had the sweet hope that we would be even more to each 
other over there than we were here. If those preachers 
are right, why does the Bible say there will be no part- 
ing there? We expect to see Jesus and to be like 
Him, but shall we also see our loved ones and be with 
them? and will they be more to us than they were 
here? — An Illinois Reader. 


The Bible certainly teaches reunion with those 
“whom we have loved long since and lost a while.” 
David was ¢omforted over the loss of his infant son, 
and said by inspiration, “I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me,” plainly referring to his expectation 
of being some day reunited with the little one. It 
has been comfortingly said’ that the reason Jehovah 
did not»give back Job double the number of sons 
and daughters he had before his affliction, while 
He was giving him back double: all his other pos- 
sessions, was that Job a'ready had (awaiting him in 
heaven) the seven sons and daughters who were 
taken from him at the beginning, 


As a reassurance to this troubled reader, in her long 


maintained and proper hope, attention may be called 
to the fact that Paul declared that there would be 


a reunion of those who were living at the coming 


of the Lord with those who had already gone before. 


The Thessalonian Church was grieving for fear that 


r 
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“Talk about scope, inspiration, information— that 
new department Ernest Gordon is wonderful ! 


It should double your circulation. God biess your 


powerful testimony and make it more so.” 
This is what a widely known author and Bible 
ey e a ° tw 
Sill ages of Ths Biedeg Sliast Flees ence s month. 
It will appear again in next week's issue. 
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when the Lord came they would be taken up to meet ° 


him while their loved ones out in the cemetery would 
be left behind; and Paul in the fourth chapter of 
First Thessalonians is correcting this error as he 
says: “Then we that are alive, that are left, shall: 
together with them be caught up . .’. and so shall we 
ever .be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one. 
another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:17, 18). “With 
them”. and “together” are great. words. Let all of 
us who have treasures — saved and redeemed human 
treasures —cling to these words in hope, for they 
are the statements of God’s blessed and ‘inspired 
Word. And they are especially words of “comfort.” 


a 


Do the Destructive Critics 
Read the Conservative Scholars? 


The following questions are sent to The. Sunday’ 
School Times by Dr, Leander S. Keyser, who has 
the Department of Systematic Theology at Hamma 
Divinity School at Wittenberg College, an institution 


of the Lutheran Church, at. Springfield, Ohio. It . 


would seem that only Higher Critical “scholars” could 
answer Dr. Keyser’s questions authoritatively. 
critics are usually slow to admit that there really is 
any conservative scholarship. They all too often as- 
sume that they themselves have a monopoly on 
arship. When archeology or evidence of any other 
nature makes their positions untenable, they do not 
usually admit error, but seek to “readjust their posi- 
tions.” Here are Dr. Keyser’s questions: 


Proof accumulates that the shredding Biblical criti- 
cism of the Wellhausen-Driver-Kent school is growing 
gray with age and obsoletism, without its present-day , 
advocates being aware of what is taking place. In 
the last edition of Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. Tur- 
ton’s excellent book, “The Truth of Christianity,” I 
find this footnote (p. #5), in his discussion of the criti- 
cal dissection of the book of Daniel: 

“It ‘is worth nothing that this rationalistic theory,: 
which was generally accepted by the. so-called Higher 
Critics, has now become so difficult to maintain in the 
face of archeology that Dr. Pinches, Lecturer on As- 
syriology at University College, London, said recently: 
‘I am glad to think with regard to the Book of Daniel 
that the Higher Criticism is in fact buried.’ Trans- 
actions of Victoria Institute, Vol. XLIX, 1917, p. 135.” 
The question I desire to ask is, Did-not Charles Foster 
Kent read what Dr. Pinches said in 1917 and what 
Lieutenant Turton wrote in 1919? It would seem that 
he did not, for in his “The Shorter Bible” (Old Testa- 
ment), published in -the. fall of igz1, he locates the pre- ° 
*dictive parts of Daniel after all the rest of :th¢e prophets, 


thereby giving it a post-exilic date, according to the...» 


theory of the radical critics.' Did not Dr. Kent. and 
his collaborators know of Dr. Robert Dick. Wilson’s 
monumental work, “Studies in the Book. of Daniel,’” 
published in 1917? 

Hete are two vital questions: 1. Do not the radical 
critics know what conservative scholars are writing? 
2. If they know, do they not care? H.they do not know, 
it is a reflection on their scholarship; if they do. not 
care, it is a question of ethics. On which horn of the 
dilemma will they hang themselves? 


x 


Can One be Saved Without 
Belief in Atonement ? 


I have a friend who believes in Christ, accepts him 
as her personal Saviour, loves him, and lives the most 
consistent Christian life of any one I know, but she 
does not believe his death on the cross necessaty to 
salvation. Is she saved? For my own self I depend on 
that shed blood on the cross, believing if there had been 
any other way of saving the souls of men in their lost 
condition, the cruel death could never have happened 
to the spotless Son of God.. I praise him for his great ~ 
love to me and that my sins are covered by his aton- 
ing blood. Everything abeut the Lord’s Christ I ac- 
cept with gratitude in my heart, realizing he is my 
only hope of salvation in this life and in the .eternal. 
life to comé.— A Texas Reader. é 


“Without shedding of blood there is no remission” 


(Heb. 9:22). cannot forgive sins 


except 
through an atonement which satisfies his holiness and 


justice which sin outrages. How can sin be for- 
given? “Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh awdy 
the sin of the world.” There is ‘no substitute for 


atonement by blood. It is God’s only way of salva-- 


tion, A moral life will not suffice, for such a life 
cannot be completely lived until after conversi 
for “All have sinned and come short of the glory 
God,” Unless we can sing 


“Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling,” 


we cannot be saved. Believing om Christ as the his- 
torical Saviour does not constitute one a Ch 

nor can such a one really love Christ or “live a most 
consistent Christian life.” “Jesus . . i sa 
a man love me, he will keep my word” (John 14: 
23). And one of his words is, Son of man 
came ... to give his life a ransom for many”. (Matt. 


20: 28). 

On the other hand; it: is possible that the 
woman referred to really does believe 
persuades herself she does -not, and if 
case, she is of course saved. 


that. is ‘the 
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bereaved home,” and many others 


HOSE who have attended the famous Bethany 

Sunday-school, of which the late Honorable 

Jokn Wanamaker was Superintendent for over 
sixty years, or the equally famous Bible Union, or 
the meetings of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and 
Philip, and listened-to the prayers which were offered 
by him at the opening of these different services, 
could not but be impressed by their beauty and help- 
fulness, the “wonderful richness and almost in- 
spired icity and directness of the phraseology” 
used. The effect produced on the mind and heart 
was quite unique. The soft pleading tones of the 
voice, the rich“ pathos of the accent, the conviction 
one had that the words used and the petitions of- 
fered were the exact expression of the emotions 
which were then passing through his own soul, the 
eriginality of phrasing, the. unmistakable sincerity 
of heart, and the closeness of contact the hearer felt 
to the heavenly Father,—combined to make an im- 
pression that can scarcely ever be forgotten. One 
could: not enter into the spirit of his prayers without 
wishing that the impression might be prolonged or 
preserved, and that such glowing words and Spirit- 
inspired utterances might not be lost beyond recall. 

It was this-feeling which led me, while pastor in 
Bethany, to eriploy a stenographer to report a num- 
ber of his prayers, so that I might preserve them 
for my own perusal and profit, and that at- some 
future day I might give them to the public. 

No stenographic report, however, could do jus- 
tice to his prayers. he words when committed to 
cold print lack some of the very things which com- 
bined to make his prayers memorable. One could 
not report the tone of voice, the deep earnestness 
ef soul, the intensity of feeling, the circumstances 
which prompted a particular petition, and the quiver- 
ing sympathy which throbbed in every word for the 
men for whom he prayed. 

Qne had to know the man to appreciate his prayers, 
It has been well said that the only way to-learn to 
pray is by praying. This explains the ability which 
he had to so effectively give expression to the needs 
of the soul... He prayed well in public because he 
was frequently at prayer in privatg. He lived in an 
atmosphere of prayer. It was the instinct of his 
soul. It was his “native air,” his “vital breath.” 

Those who knew him most intimately know how 
true this is. He always observed family worship 
in his home. I recall his remarking quite naively 
on one occasion that that morning, before leaving 
for business, his only companion at the breakfast 
table was his little grandson, and that they had read 
a portion from the word of God and had prayer 
together. 


Remembering the Afflicted 


A careful perusal of the prayers will reveal the 
fact that he prayed much for the great secret brother- 
hood of sorrowing hearts. He seemed constantly 
in the presence of suffering and sin, and he prayed 
that the tempted might be strengthened and the 
sorrowing might be comforted. The explanation 
of this was that the Bethany congregation touched 
about ten thousand lives, consequently the number 
of sick persons and deaths was very great. During 
my pastorate there’I recall having as many as seventy 
cases of sickness reported to me in a single. month. 
The deaths averaged about one hundred and forty 


im a year. He knew of nearly every case of sickness , 


in the congregation and of every death whith took 
place; he knew all the suffering and the heartache 
which those felt who were passing through times of 
trouble and bereavement. And he knew much of it 
by personal contact with the sufferers. I frequently 
visited homes where there was grief to find that 
he had been there before me. I sometimes went with 
him, and together we knelt in the sick-chamber by 
the bedside of the sick, while he, with the hand of 
the sufferer in his, engaged in prayer, and bore up 
on his heart to the throne of grace the needs of 
the afflicted one. Some of those experiences are the 
most fragrant in my memory. Hence, when he stood 
up on the Sabbath in the Brotherhood or Bible Union, 
in the presence of hundreds of heads of households 
and thought of all the sorrow and heartaches in the 
lives and homes of many, he was led in his prayer 
to give expression to their needs and to. ask that 
the. God of all consolation might comfort all sorrow- 
ing and. burdened hearts. 

en many of the men in. the great Brotherhood 


“When John Wanamak 


of: one thousand members were men who had been - 


redeemed from the power of drink. Some of the 
finest men in the organization—men who occupy 
honorable, trustworthy sitions in the business 


world, and are active in the service of the Church— 
were onee the slaves of the drink demon. These 
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For “the man who can’t pay the rent,” “the dear zm 


» / 
Continuing in its next issue, The Sunday School 
Times will publish, each week for about six months, 
a prayer that was offered by Mr. Wanamaker 
in one or another of the many services of the. 
great church and Sunday-school that he founded. 
Mr. Pogue, who was formerly a pastor at 
Bethany, tells how these unusual prayers came to 
be recorded. ; 
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men were never forgotten in his prayers. Their 


‘struggles, their temptations, the secret pitfalls which 


were laid to lure them back to the old life,—all this 
was remembered when he led them to the throne 
of grace. And many a man has gone out into the 
world again after enjoying the atmosphere of such 
a service of prayer and praise and testimony with 
a renewed determination to live a sober, true, up- 
right, useful life, and strengthened as though by 
“twelve legions of angels” in 
Frequently, at the close of a Brotherhood meeting, 


One would see him kneeling by the side of some 


brother who had gone down in the fight the previous 
week, and who had come to him, asking him to pray 
for him, and seeking some word of counsel and of 
help. His prayers revealed the deepest sympathy 
for all God’s suffering children. He would pray 
for “the man who can’t pay the rent.” He 
many such—and he paid the rént for many such 
again and again. There was no ostentation about 
his charities. But he gave liberally wherever Re 


er Prayed — 


a By the Rev. Robert Pogue 


is holy determination. 


knew * 





A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 


Offered at a Brotherhood meeting, January 20, 1907 


(OO. om Fehe, bb ty gle of sons that 
approach thee this morning. Thou knowest all 
about us. ae run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth and in pity and compassion upon all 
thy children. We have come up to thy house with a 
song, though many of us have sore and sorrowing hearts. . 
But thou knowest it all. Nothing is hidden from thee. 

If all the roofs in this great > bhawny lifted off and we 
could look down into people’s homes and hearts and see 
all the suffering, all-the poverty and misery, our hearts 
would bleed for ot How much more must thou, 

O Father of us sorrow over all this want and care 
and heartache! Thou knowest all the pain, the acci- 
dents, the trials. Thou knowest the man who can’t pay 
the rent; those who have bereavement, the hoine from 
which the little child has gone. O Father, do not forget _/ 
the troubled ones to-day! 


Thou art the Great Physician; heal them by thy 
divine touch. Thou art the tender, sym: ic Friend ; 
befriend the lonely and the sad. O » we sit at thy 
board, and look up into thy face and say, forget ‘not our 

Help.us to bear up under life's burdens, and 
help us in thine own way. If the nm may not be 
lifted, give us strength to bear it. Take away from us 
every b a By Unravel © tangled skein. Dry our 
tears, and fill our hearts with the consciousness that all 
things work together for to them that love thee. 
Give a blessing to the sick home; to the dear bereaved 
families; to the little child whose life is opening out like 
a rosebud to the sunshine of the coming years. 

And bless,-dear Father, the man who once tasted of 


the bread of the Kingdom and is now eating the 
eo agin etapa Let not any go back who 





on which he may 
house at last, to be welcomed those who thr 
great tribylation reached the Kingdom. 

Help us in our minist:y of service and-of comfort. 
Help us to make every heart lighter, every sky brighter, 


and every path easier. May our souls be strong in faith 
that we may still go straight on, guided by the Star that 
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leads to Christ, to Gethsemane, to Calvary and the aton- 
ing blood, to the gates of the city in which is our Father's 
house and the loved ones gone before, to the throne, that, 


not like this strange, rocking earth,1 cannot be shaken, but 
abideth forever. Grant that we may all stand before 
that throne clothed upon with the robe that the Saviour 
wove, and hear from his blessed lips the words, “* Come 
ye blessed of my Father.” In Jesus’ name we ask it. 


Amen. 


1 Offered the morning after the Kingston earthquake. 
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knew there was true need. In his prayers he never 
seemed to forget these. He prayed, too, for the 
“dear bereaved home.” No sufferer seemed ever to 
have been forgotten. ; 

Mr. Wanamaker was a truly great man. ‘It. was 
a matter of constant wonder, to those who knew him, 
how he found time to superintend the largest retail 
business in the world and yet make careful prepara- 
tion for more addresses in a week on religious topics 
than are given by an ordinary hard-working pastor. 
Yet everything he said throughout the Sabbath, the 
address at the meeting .of the “Inner Circle” at nine 
o'clock, then the addresses in the Brotherhood at 
ten, the Titheman’s meeting at two, the Bible Union 
at three, the close of the school at four, and his 
closing words at the after meeting—all revealed the 
same careful preparation. 

His teaching of*the lesson at the Bible Union 
was always helpful. His method of treatment was 
popular rather. than critical. One wondered at the 
wealth of illustration and practicaf application to 
the affairs of life and to men’s hearts that he put 
into that half hour of teaching. His faciMty in the 
use of metaphor and original illustration was ‘won- 
derful. As a speaker he could be very effective. 
The marks of genius were seen in everything he said, 
as well as in everything he wrote. He would have 
made a splendid success, it has often occurred to 
me, in the field of literature. He had the touch of 
true poetry in his nature, as was frequently seen 
in the beauty of some expression and in the striking 
metaphors he employed. “He could give to airy 
noting a local habitation and a name.” 

The word genius is not a word that may be uséd 
lightly. It has frequently been applied to Mr. Wana- 
maker, and, we think, with good reason. “Great 
men,” says Longfellow, “stand like solitary towers 
in the city of God.” Talent we all have, more or 
less; but genius is the gift of the few. It has been 
said that genius has two prime qualities, imagination 
and a vigorous faculty for grasp of details. It has 
also been defined as an infinite capacity for taking 


pains. And this is true, for genius is largely applied . 


energy. But the man of genius must have imagina- 
tion, also. The ordinary man sees but one thing 
at a time, and that, oftentimes, imperfectly. The 
man of genius sees things as wholes and with a 
proper relation of their parts. John Wanamaker 
had these two qualities of genius in an unwonted 
degree, namely, imagination and an infinite capacity 
for taking pains. The man wads so great, his achieve- 
ments were so wonderful, his personality so many- 
sided and complex, that no word could so well 
describe him as the word “genius.” 


A Life of Devotion 


I should like to have written, if space permitted, 
of his child-like faith in God. He lived too active 
a Christian life, and he’ was too good a devotional 
student of the Bible, ever to have been troubled with 
doubts. The best solvent of doubt is active service 
in the work of the Master. “He that willeth*to do 
his will shall know of the doctrine.” 

His life stands out before me as one of the most 
successful, in the true sense of the word, that our 
age has produced. He achieved everything that the 
world’calls success—fame, power, wealth. But his 
life was a success, not~because he attained all of 
these, but because it'was lived in the fear and love 
of God and for his glory and in the service of his 
fellowmen. That is the successful life which has 
brought to the highest degree of perfection all the 
qualities of one’s nature, and which has done the 
greatest good to the greatest number. In this respect 
John Wanamaker’s life was a success. Through all 
the years he found the springs of his life in Jesus 
Christ. 

When I was about to publish this collection of 
prayers in the summer of 1910, I wrote Mr. Wana- 
maker asking his permission. Two letters now lie 
before me in: which he begged me not to do’ so 
while he was living. I quote two sentences: “I 
hesitate very much’ about printing prayers that were 
intended for the Lord’s ear and for people who 
belong to the family for’ which the prayers were 
uttered, There seems to be some vanity in the man 
that puts prayers into a book, or ,some willingness 
to -have praise, both of “which seem distasteful to 
me.” Later he wrote: “I beg of you not to press 
me in regard to publishing the prayers. I could not 


- explain to every one that my hand was not in the 


matter. After I bid farewell to earth it will be quite 
another thing.” 

Now that he has bidden farewell to earth I feel 
free to give to the world these wonderful outpour- 
ings 6f soul of one who felt so deeply the needs 
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and sorrows and longings of others, and who lived 
so close to God that he was able to speak to him 
of all that was in his heart. 

The influence of his life has been far reaching. 
Few Christian laymen have influenced for good and 
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agency,” is the refreshing statement from the 

Presbyterian Mission at Dumaguete, in the 
Philippines. The college has in twenty years led 
1200 of her sons to Christ’s feet. They are scattered 
all over the Philippines and the United States. In 
the last year there were 112 baptisms, half of them, 
let it be noticed, by immersion, since the lads came 
from territory occupied by Baptist and Disciple mis- 
sions. At the close of the school year 336 of the 
700 students were members of evangelical churches. 
Of the graduating college class, fifty in number, all 
but three were evangelical Christians, most of them 
converted while in school. 

These young people came from 118 towns, rep- 
resenting nearly all the provinces of the archipelago, 
Sundays some fifty students go in groups of three 
or four to adjacent villagés, holding schools for 
young children and adults. There are now twelve 
such flourishing Sunday-schools. The college has a 
strong Volunteer band and three societies of Chris- 
tian deavor. Its: academic and technical work 
does not suffer because of these Christian and char- 
acter-building activities. That the boys are also 
learning to give is'clear from their contributions of 
about $2600 to religious and relief. work. 

And- when they get home the implanted life of 
Christ does not die out. - The first two students 
baptized at Silliman; two brothers named Malalaay, 
in the year 1901, are now responsible for a church 
at Guijulngan, the ‘membership of which is actually 
1 The church is divided into twelve districts, 
for the farmers belonging to it live largely at a 
distance, and each district is led by an elder, who 
has charge of a Sunday-school and church sérvice 
every Sunday. 

How Christians at home would give and work for 
education on ‘the foreign field if they were certain 
. that. the Silliman ideal—first thing first—obtained in 
all mission institutions! 3 


Scattered all over Hayti are the huts of the 
sorcerers who constitute the real religious leaders 
of that nominally Catholic land. These huts are 
whitewashed, surrounded by neatly kept yards, in 
the center of which is a white cross. Sacred palms 
give a scenic background to them. 

The sorcerers and sorceresses, called papalois and 
mamalois, are the new-world successors of the witch 
doctors of Africa. They hold the land in their grip 
from the highest down. President Nord Alexis 1s 
said to have actually burnt down his capital city on 
the advice of a mamalots, who insisted that only in 
this way could his political power be secured. “The 
supreme sacrifice,’—of a living child, killed and 
eaten,—is by no means an uncommon occurrence. 
The witches are universally believed to have a Circe 
power of- changing men into other beings and of 
inducing cataleptic trances by which their victims 
are kept at their pleasure for days in a sort of psychic 
cold-storage. : 

The most effective opposition to this debasing 
superstition comes from the Baptist church at Jacmel, 
with its dozen or more related churches and out- 
stations. A converted vyoodooist in this church had 
on his property a tree which, for two hundred years 
and further back, was worshipped as demon-inhabited. 
With the aid of other church members he cut it 
down, sawed it into plank and of the product made 
the doors and woodwork of the new church. Voo- 
dooists from all the surrounding country foregathered 
to witness the intrepid proceeding and were amazed 
that no calamity followed. It was~a precise parallel 
to the destruction of the great heathen oak of Fulda 
by St. Boniface. The sorcerers of Hayti confess that 
their charms and formulas have no potency against 
Protestant Christians, 

The price of priestly marriage, asin other Cath- 
olic countries, is so high in Hayti that a large pro- 
portion of the people dispense with the form alto- 
gether. Consequently, when they are converted and 
desire a Christian marriage there are all sorts. of 
legal difficulties relating to the registration of births, 
and the like, which cause delays. The Jacmel church 
has as a result a waiting list of 1600 persons who 
are believers, attendants at church and- Sunday-school, 
yet not actual church members. The church is de- 
termined to keep its standards high and its uncom- 
promising spirit is worthy of the Puritanism of an 
earlier day. 

Mr. Jordan, of the Bible Society, tells us (“Cru- 
sading in the West Indies,” Revell, $1.75) that Hayti 


“Shere exists as an evangelizing 


First Things First in the Philippines 


A that exists to , and other 
Philippine college evangelize 


_ read and 


_and stealing.” 


‘and elsewhere. 
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for God as many human lives. It is my hope that 
such may be the blessing which shall come to those 
who read these prayers that it may be said by many: 
“He being dead yet speaketh.” 

PerersoroucH, CANADA, 


By Ernest Gordon 


is ripe for harvest. “Everywhere the people flock by 
hundreds-to hear the preaching of the Gospel. In 
almost every community there is some one who can 
ose unable buy Scriptures to get them 
read, Perhaps the most gratifying thing about Bible 
communes, Hayti was the stumbling upon little 
groups of Christians scattered throughout the moun- 
tains, among whom were no Bibles or, if any, worn 
and tattered By constant handling. In all my travels 
I have never visited any field’ where a little money 
would do more towards the extension of the 
kingdom.” 2 

American Negroes (the Lott Carey Convention) 
are starting a mission in Hayti. Would that it might 
be developed on a comprehensive scale. Hayti is 
a lovely land, fertile and of even climate. It-lies 
near our Southern States and is so completely in 
Negro control that land ownership is restricted to 
Negroes. It needs the intelligence and Christian 
character of our colored Christian leaders, One 
could wish that numbers -of them might settle in 
the land, forming foci of evangelization and Christian 
example. 


In Darkest Bolivia.—“The Bolivian Indian” prints 
a photograph of one of the missionaries in Bolivia 
behind prison bars and as a pendant reports “meet- 
ings better than ever with souls coming to the Lord. 
The Methodists are running five Sunday-schools in 
the poorer parts of La Paz, and have opened a school 
for Indians with an enrolment of 120,” 

The Roman-Catholic Good Friday in the same land 
sees in numbers of towns and villages effigies of 
Christ borne in caskets in procession with chanting. 
While these effigies lie in the churches God is sup- 
posed to be dead and all at liberty to plunge into 
sin to the limit and without punishment. It is a con- 
tinuance in sin not that grace may abound, but be- 
cause sin is unnoticed. A reporter in the “Bolivian 
Indian” describes this as “a special time for robbing 
As you go through the streets you 
will hear people talking of God‘ as dead. Early on 
Saturday morning, on Saturday not Sunday, for so 
little is the Gospel narrative known, the people bring 
flowers to the casket. At nine a gun is fired, the 
bells ring, the band plays and Christ rises from the 
dead,—that is, is taken from the coffin. Then the 
drinking begins and continues until more than half 
the men and women of the town are lying about 
drunk. 


How the Pastors Came to the Conference.— 
The recent China Inland Mission conference brought 
together forty-two Chinese and seventy missionary 
delegates from the fifteen provinces in which the 
mission works. Mrs, Howard Taylor describes the 
Chinese delegates coming into luxurious, metropoli- 
tan Shanghai in their home-made garments of blue 
cotton’ and home-made shoes and with hands full 
of bundles. “Who would imagine, looking at Pastor 
Lie from Chaocheng in his simple cotton gown, that 
he is a well-to-do land-owner and the leader of a 
church with 1500 members?” Another, Pastor Ho, 
a quiet little man, also a farmer, has led a whole 
district to give so generously that he is widely sought 
to explain the whole subject of self-support in the 
church. Pastor Shao has pioneered school work 
in Honan. He has 190 boys and girls in his schools, 
Every evening the teachers gather for prayer over 
the work of the day and their central object is to 
build up character. Families .are transformed 
through the schools. The teachers in the girls’ school 
are now going into the homes of the boys to win 
the mothers to Christ, those of the boys’ school are 
after the fathers of the girls. Hegre is a kind of 
Religious Education Association which one rejoices 
to’ see flotirish. 


The School for the Deaf in Chefoo, China, 
was started a quarter century ago under Presbyterian 
auspices with restricted site and a cheap building 
of mud and brick. It has grown and flourished and 
now occupies a six-acre tract with fine new  build- 
ings. The number of deaf in China runs beyond 
four hundred thousand and this school with its sev- 
eral offshoots alone ittempts to grapple with the 
problem. Supported partly by the Presbyterian mis- 
sion it receives help also from the deaf in-America 
Thus the Methodist church for the 
deaf in Chicago, under the leadership of Dr, Has- 
senstab, carries two scholarships of $60 each in this 
Chinese institution. These are a memorial to Dr. 
Gallaudet, the apostle to the deaf in America. A 
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Hard-of-Hearing Club in Philadelphia contributes; 
also a deaf Sunday-school class in Corinth, Miss., 
most of the members of which are mill workers. 
But money is needed for extension among the num- 
berless untrained children of China. 

Various graduates of the school have good posts 
as, for example, in the Commercial Press, Shanghai. 
“It has been a father and mother to me,” writes 
one old pupil. Other ong have started independent 
schools in Peking, Ku Chang, Nan Ting Chow and 
elsewhere. One in Hang Chow was opened by a 
fine. Christian man, evangelist of the Presbyterian 
church, who organized for its directorate twenty 
leading men from the five missions working in 
Hang Chow. This type of work almost demands 
Christian workers, for in few others can one look 
for the requisite patience and loving spirit. Chinese 
speech is not clear and open, which makes lip-reading 
even more difficult than.in English. 

A warm tribute to the Baptist missionaries 
of Central Africa is paid by Sir H. H. Johnston 
in reviewing Claridge’s “Wild Bush Tribes of Tropi- 
cal Africa.” Mr. Claridge is an Englishman in the 
Baptist mission in the Portuguese Congo, an expert 
student of the Bantu languages, and, in Sir Henry’s 
judgment, a worthy follower of that Baptist pioneer, 
Dr. Holman Bentley, the author of the great Congo 
dictionary. Sir Henry has published a two-volumed 
life of the English Baptist missionary-explorer, 
George Grenfell, and therein points out that the 
British Baptists, for one hundred and fifty years 
the principal evangelizers of the British West Indies, 
have in our own days taken a*similar position in 
the Congo Basin. “I have travelled in Northern 
Angola, in the vicinity of San Salvador and of Stan- 
ley Pool—travelled mostly with Baptist missionaries 
to show me the road, to dress my ulcers, nurse my 
fevers, point the way to discoveries, or to combat 
my conclusions if they were hastily formed.” 


Auto-Evangelism.—Dr. Stanley White, of the 
Presbyterian Board, is responsible for the statement 
that there is much sale of Scripture portions by 
non-Christian merchants and itinerant’ vendors in 
Tibet, Bhutan, Nepal, Afghanistan, and other un- 
christianized lands. “Pilgrims are also carrying the 
Scriptures over Arabia and into the sacred city of 
Mecca itself and Moslem traders are selling them 
in unknown regions of Africa. They are being 
borne along the waterways of the Amazon and up 
its mighty tributaries into fields as yet untrodden by 
the living messenger. of the Gospel. Until the closed 
doors are thrown open and, the material and spiritual 
resources of the church enable the preacher to enter 
in there should be gome co-operation to provide these 
fields with a pr. m Christian literature to explain 
what the Bible is and to set forth its way of salva- 
tion.’ 


On the Missionary Firing Line 


The Christian Literature Society of Japan had sales in 

1914 of yen 2,700; in 1920 of yen 26,000. Ks monthly 
magazine for students, Myojo, has a circulation of 70,000 
copies, reaching 1,540 academies and 1,672 elementary schools. 
Self-Support in Japan.—So, too, in Japan there are these 
material indications of the growing strength of Christianity. 
The new Congregational church in Osaka represents an in- 
vestment of yen 235,000 and a new Y. M. C. A. building 
in Kobe has cost, with land, yen 400,000. More than 1300 
students are in the educational classes of this Kobe Y. M. 
Cr & 


A Victim of the Senussi.—Pere De Foicald, a Roman 
Catholic missionary to the Touaregs of Morocco, was assas- 
sinated by the Senussi in 1916. Originally an explorer and 
scientist, he was converted and gave himself devotedly to 
missions. It is gratifying to learn that along with compiling 
a Touareg grammar and lexicon he translated the New 
Testament into the Touareg language. , 

The translation of the Bible into Tibetan has been 
undertaken by Mrs. Shelton, the wife of the martyred mis- 
sionary to Tibet. Mrs. Shelton had previously completed a 
hymnal in Tibetan, a book of Bible.stories, and a geography. 
This is the first literature of the kind in Tibetan. It is 
published at the Calcutta Mission Press, the only place in 
the world where Tibetan -type is used. 

A Manchurian Doctor’s Job.—Dr. Christie, of the Irish 
Presbyterian Mission in Moukden, is the pioneer medical 
missionary in Manchuria. Dr. Webster writes in the Record 
of the Free Church of Scotland, after attending a ‘recent 
graduation of medical students from Dr. Christie’s fine siew 
hospital and medical school, “I was by his side when he saw 
his first patient, the first of a million or more,” FA 

The China Baptist Publication Society is having a re- 
markable growth. Its headquarters are in Canton and the 
sales in its bookstore in that city have advanced—from $5,039 
in 1915 to $35,736 in 1921. Its total receipts in 1921 were 
$110,262 and its present assets are $284,844. At the annual 
meeting of the board of directors it’ was unanimously voted 
to appeal to Amefican Baptists, North and South, to provide 
for the opening of a branch establishment in Shanghai, 

A new mission in Central Mexico has been opened 
by the Disciples of Christ, with fourteen missionaries already 
on the field and others in preparation. Its first church has 
now 139. members and six,..out-stations; also 356 in its six 
Sunday-schools. An orphanage has already been started. In 
Asuncion, Paraguay, this board has opened a mission school, 
which is already esteemed one of the best in the republic. 
The sons of a former president are enrolled as students. 


West Africa Has Now Its Keswick.—The convention 
this year was held at Lagos. Episcopalians, Salvationists, 
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Lesson for January 21 os 
Luke 15 


Baptists and Wesleyans participated. An account of the 
méetings givén in the West Equatorial Africa Magazine 
remarks, after describing the packed church and the crowds 
pressing rourid the windows outside, “It is difficult to account 
for the enthusiasm and numbers.” 
work here at the present time as at so many and various 
points. 


Chinese Christians are more more shouldering 
the financial burdens of the church: Every dollar of the 
beautiful new library building of St. John’s College, Shanghai, 
was contributed by Chinese alumni. The Morrison Memo- 
rial Church of Hongkong has put $90,000 into a new church 
building, and at the same time has voted $1000 to, each of 
the building funds of two dependent churches. The Chinese 
directors of the Hongkong Y. M. C. A. are raising $100,000 
for a new building. 


A chain of Protestant “hospitals reaches from Manila 
to the northern end of the island of Luzon, a distance of 
four hundred miles,—one at Aparri, at the extreme northern 
point; another at Laong, seventy miles ,further south; a 
third at Vigan, fifty-five miles still further south (where 
thousands are treated annually), and at San Fernando, 
ninety miles south of Vigan, a fourth. In Manila itself 
there are three good Protestant hespitals, and various other 
Protestant hospitals on the islands south of Luzon. 


The. deep roll of the drum calling to church sounds 
out every Sunday morning from more than five hundred 


Clearly the Spirit is at 
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churches and chapels all over South Cameroun. Less than 
a generation ago not a single person in this region had 
ever heard the name of Christ. The Drum Call is the 
appropriate name for thee little publication which» reports 
on the Christian activities of this Presbyterian mission. 
The extent of its school work’ is astonishing. In Fulasi 
nearly 11,000 have been enrolled in the 118 village schools; 
in the Sakbayeme district 6,000. In the Ntun village schools, 
beside. Bible training, the young people get instruction in 
the fermenting of cocoa, hat-making, basket-weaving, and 
soap-making. 

The late Dr. Yokoyama was one of the most prominent 
Christian laymen of North Japan. His practice was large 
and the needy ever had a privileged place in it so that it 
is not surprising to learn that all along the course of his 
funeral procession tables were placed with flowers on them 
and in some cases incense was burned:in memory of the 
beloved physician. Head and front of the local church, he 
was also a citizen of ‘quality, the promoter of high schools, 
president of the Red Cross, educational and medical associa- 
tions, and much more. In his last illness he was concerned 
with the coliection of money to buy a lot for a new church 
buildings When this was secured his comment was, “Now 
the Lord Jesus will have a place of rest in Kakuda, a 
pillow on which to rest. his head.” Of whom else in human 
history have men ever spoken in this spirit of devoted affec- 

“tion, and that after 1900 years? . 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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Who Will Preach Where Bandits. Plunder ? 


Not counting the cost, but leaving danger and 
hardship in His hands 


By Mrs. F. Howard Taylor 








The book in which this missionary experience of Dr. and Mrs. Taylor will be permanently preserved, under the 


title, ‘‘ With P’a and His 


ands,’’ contains a map which is referred to on this page, and which will enable 
the reader to get a good idea of the country whose desperate need to be rid of lawlessness is in i 
more witnesses to come over from the homelands and preach the Gospel. The book may be had from 


acall for 


he Sundty 


School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postpaid. 


(Concluded from !ast week’s issue) 


OOR China — cursed by the militarism in which 

she glories, with the largest standing army in the 

world and no power to restrain the greed and 
selfishness that are using it for her destruction, did 
she ever need our prayers and efforts more than in her 
present distriss? Again would we emphasize it, now 
ts*the day of our-opportunity. Doors are open to us 
on all hands. Whole districts seem ready to embrace 
the Christian faith; and while such mass-movements 
are fraught with danger to the Church they lay upon 
us a solemn responsibility 5. | “put in trust with the 
Gospel.” Never have we seeh fields white to harvest 
as they are to-day in Yiinnan, in the districts north 
and south of: the capital. ; 

A wonderful work has already been accomplished, 
an amazing advance made in the last ten years, and 
there are openings that surely are the call of God 
to some who will read these pages. What shall we 
say of the fact that twenty of the cities in this dis- 
trict are still without any resident missionary? They 
are all governing cities, and with the counties they 
control -have an averagé population of a quarter of a 
million .each. The China Inland Mission field to 
which most of them belong includes also the moun- 
tainous districts to the north, where there are. thous- 
ands of .Tribes-people (aboriginal, not Chinese) who 
within recent years have “turned to God from idols, 
to serve the living and true God and to wait for his 
Son from Heaven.” 

Sixteen years ago the music of the Name of Jesus 
had never reached those far-off hills and valleys. 
Sunk in drunkenness and unthinkable immorality, the 
mountain-people feared and hated the demons they 
worshiped and the Chinese landlords who oppressed 
them, and knew nothing of any earthly much less 
heavenly friend. Then they began to hear of other 
Tribes-people, six days’ journey to the east, who had 
found “the Miao King” as they called Him, the great 
Friend and Saviour. How wonderful the changes 
hé had wrought! Glad tidings had come to the 
Miao people, and they wanted to know all about it. 
This was the beginning of the marvelous movement 
that has spread and is spreading from tribe to tribe, 
and promises to sweep on — “God's great prairie fire” 
— lighting up the darkness in which millions are still 
waiting. 7 

_But to return to the Chinese population: of the 
district and the China Inland Mission work in and 
around Yiumnanfu.. Ten years ago we had only 
thirtywone naimes on. the Church roll on that cen- 
ter. It had always been a hard field, and the work 
was practically restricted to the capital. Now, in 
addition to the mother-church there are no fewer 
than forty-two out-station’, with thirteen hundred 
and fifty baptized believers won—first and most of all 
—by unremitting prayer. Ten years ago there was 
only one Chinese evangelist associated with the mis- 
Sionary-im-charge. Now Mr. Allen rejoices in a band 
of twenty full-time helpers, several of whom have 
wives who are earnest workers among the women. 

Listen to what he says of one of these evangelists, 
@ man with a large prayer-life and rematkable ca- 
pacity for work. “For zeal, love, clear-headedness, 
faithfulness — at-it and always at-it—he would be 








hard te beat. He superintends the work up north; a 
poor preacher, but a great soul-winner. e has the 
nimblest pen and enriches the Chinese Government 
by the stamps he uses, never letting more than two 
or three days pass without giving detailed news of 
the great things the Lord is doing. In his move- 
ments he is mobile as cavalry,’ but, with his compan- 
ions always goes on foot, rain, hail, or shine, over 
such roads as were only known in premacamadized 
days at home. He not only works himself but gets 
everybody else working.” 

The value of such a man is incalculable. Another 
of whom their missionary tells is “a great street- 
preacher, and never fails to gather a crowd. He has 
a voice like a trumpet, is a good singer, and preaches 
Christ for all he is worth. e is young, fiery, a true 
laborer in the Gospel, thinks nothing of. walking thirty 
miles, carrying a heavy book-bag and taking an hour 
and a half’s service at the end.” 

Another is “no scholar but a true Greatheart, with 
a remarkable capacity for loving and serving others, 
linked with a real prayer-life. No distance is too 
long, no weather too inclement, no hours too early 
or too late, if only he can lead a soul to the Saviour, 
or in any way help those who have believed. The 
secret of his success is the patient, loving interest 
he takes in all who.come within the circle ef -his in- 
fluence. No matter how important a man may be, 
or how poor and ignorant, our-preachers take it as a 
matter of fact that the Gospel is needed by all alike. 
These workers have their limitatioris, but they real- 
ize that the Gospel has no limitation. I have just 
copied out a list of two hundred and fifty names of 
those who have enrolled themselves as inquirers in 
the two cities in which Mr. Liang (Greatheart) is 
working, some from villages quite a long way off. 
Among these varied hearers will be many who will 
‘go on unto perfection.’ ” 

Content to be poor, these evangelists receive small 
salaries and’ run big risks in their varied service. As 
we have good cause to know, they do not count their 
lives dear to them in following the Master. Can any- 
privilege be greater than to work with such men in 
stich a field? They are doing all they can, with but 
little training, to reach the millions of their extensive 
parish. But think how much they need more help, 
more teaching, more workers, especially among the 
women. Here is a typical city fm which one or other 
of them is usually to be found — Tong-hai near ‘its 
beautiful lake. It represents approximately a quarter 
of a million people, and is busy, wealthy and very 
idolatrous. Temples are to be found on nearly every 
street, from the city wall right up to the wooded hill 
which overlooks: the lake, temple after temple, at- 
tracting great. numbers of worshipers. The lake is 
surrounded by numerous villages and busy market 
towns. Only ten miles away is another governing 
city, and five others dot that southern part of ‘the 
district. What a sphere for a young missionary with 
life before him and a sacred ambition to preach 
Christ where He has scarce been named. Several 
of those five cities would make a center from which 
a great work might be done among the Tribes-peo- 
ple in that southern part of the district, who are very 
numerous but have no missionary among them. 


s 


ade 
Deeply. heart-moving it is to hear of the work 
God himself is doing in that region, a work of the 
Spirit which “many waters” of persecution and suf- 
fering cannot quench. - be’ 4 

“If you want to go to heaven in anticipation,” Mr. 
Allen said in spéaking of it, “just go to A-ko-i, and 
see the love and joy of those dear Christians !” 

Yet many of them have been robbed, beaten, and 
some eyen killed by their persecutors. A man called 
of God to that work would find a fruitful and ‘hardly 
touched field in the thousands and thousands of 
Tribes-people in that district, north, south, and west 
of Ta-ko-tsu, where we have about a hundred and 
fifty baptized believers already. The work is call- 
ing for the worker. Is the Lord of the Harvest wait- 
ing for you to say, “Here am I, send me”? 

hen, south of the great lake on which the capital 
is situated, what-can one write of the populous plain 
around Peh-chen? Fully half a million people live 
within a day’s journey of that busy market-town, not 
counting the Tribes-folk who come down freely from 
the mountains. Yet there is no missionary settled 
among them—no woman even, giving herself to the 
work to be done in those hundreds of villages where 
the women are accessible and friendly, just waiting to 
be won. 

And so one might’ go on all over the district, and 
back to the Tribal region in the north, where the 
needs are even more pressing. If the fact that God 
has gone out before us and that men and women are 
needed to follow _up the manifest working of his 
Spirit constitutes a call, surely there must be many 
whose life-work is awaiting them in this sphere, 
whether they know it yet or not. Four centers have 
been occupied north of Yiinnanfu, and many more 
will be needed, for the Tribes-people to be reached 
are numbered by millions. If you wére the one mis- 
sionary at either of these centers, with hundreds of 
Christians to look after, hundreds of children need- 
ing education and thousands of inquirers, what could 
you do but cry to God for Spirit-filled workers, men 
and ‘women to share the arduous labor and its eter- 
nal reward?. Think of the need of missionaries quali- 
fied to train teachers for the schools that ought to 
be opened; missionaries to live among and uplift the 
women; missionaries to create a Christian literature, 
to send forth the Scriptures in languages never yet 
reduced to writing. Have you the gifts of physical 
strength and mental fitness that the Lord could use if 
consecrated to him for this work, work angels might 
well envy? 

Of the one who was first to preach Christ to the 
mountain people of this region, and is stil] the apos- 
tle of the Miao tribe, a fellow-missionary of another 
society wrote from personal- knowledge: 

“Loved and trusted by multitudes, despised and 
hated by many, cut off from the comforts and pleas- 
ures of civilization, facing a thousand and one dan- 
gers, healing the sick, teaching the ignorant, comfort- 
ing the bereaved, playing with the children, stamping 
out drink and opium, fighting the demon of impurity, 
showing a timid people, how to‘be self-reliant and en- 
terprising, and returning to his headquarters every 
few weeks like a man who has been touching the 
very bedrock of humanity, Arthur Nicolls’ goes on 
his way little thinking what a hero he is, and: count- 
ing himself repaid over and over again because the 
people love him. I wonder what the Master will by 
and by say to these brave workers?” 

The map prepared for this little book [“P’u and 
His Brigands,” referred to in the Editor’s Note at 
the beginning of this article] speaks volumes, if only 
its voice can be heard. The map ells of a. wonderful 
work Caatweg J accomplished; of an amazing advance 
made in the last ten years, and of openings that surely 
are the call of God to some who will read of this op- 
portunity. What shall be said of the fact that twenty 
of ‘the cities marked as black squares on: the map 
are still without any resident missionary? Running 
your eyes over this map, think of the leaders needed. 

There is an urgent call for Chinese as well as 
Miao, Nosu, Ko-pu, Laka, and others —to supply this 
great and growing Church with pastors, evangelists, 
and Bible teachers, both men and women. "Could any 
ee be greater than to train such workers? And 

ere let me share with you a hope that shines brightly, 
or shall I say a burden that presses heavily on some 
of our hearts? How could the Lord of the harvest 
make it more plain that a Bible Training School 
should be opened for this very purpose than by -sup- 
plying the people to be trained, the premises in which 
to receive ‘them, and the Chinese head for such a 
school, a man spiritually ear-marked for just that 
work? Bible schools there are in China that are 
closed for lack of students; would-be students there 
are -who have ho building to ‘meet in; missionaries 
there are who would give almost anything for a 
spiritually-minded ‘Chinese fellow-worker. If in 

iinnanfu we have“all three how is it that the Bible 
school is a hope still unrealized? Because — and ‘will 
ey take it on your heart in prayer? —the missionary 
as_not yet been found to ‘supplement that Chinese 
fellow-worker. _ 

Let me tell you a little about the latter. He was 
an officer, high up in Suen Yat-sen’s. army. Con- 
verted in a distant part of China, he withdrew from 

overnment service; and by a-series of remarkable 

rovidences became connected with the China Inland 
ission in Yiinnan. As a student he had spent sev- 
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eral years in Japan, where he was carried away: by 
agnostic philosophy, but his conversion was a 
‘work of the Holy Spirit and his subsequent experi- 
ences. have prepared him for great usefulness. Two 
-years in the Alliance Bible School at Wu-chow have 
- fitted him to teach and help others, but though he is 
.a scholar of no mean order and a man of an un- 
usual prayer-life, he lacks certain elements of leader- 
ship which in a large work are indispensable. Mean- 
whilé a little beginning has been made. Are you, 
perhaps, the one whom God has been preparing 
to take up this work with its far-reaching possi- 
bilities ? ; ’ 

“But,” some one may say, “you write as if the 
province were safe and peaceful, after telling of the 
awful conditions due to civil war and brigandage.” 

Yes, it is well to.be reminded that these are days 
in which we must count the cost. It always costs to 
have God's best, to follow the Master “whithersoever 
he goeth.” But having counted the cost, can we not 
leave it all with him? He can and will open the way 
for any service to which he is calling. The privilege 
may still be ours of not counting any cost as great, 
if we may but “know him, and the power of his resur- 
rection, and the fellowship of his ‘sufferings.” 

To all eternity we shall be able to serve our blessed 
Lord and Master far better than we can down here, 
“His servants shall serve him and they shall see his 
face.” But shall we ever be able to suffer for him 
again? Shall we ever be able to sacrifice’ things 
that are “gain” to us, the highest, best things in our 
life, for love of him? When the last tears are wiped 
away and sin and suffering are no more, shall we ever 
be able to face loneliness, poverty, danger, as we may 
now for his dear sake? ‘To all eternity we shall share 
his glory, his riches, his.throne. Only now can we 
share the deeper things — his tears, his cross. ould 
we really miss this fellowship for any little passing 
gain — nay, for the best, the very best the world can 
Me ? These things are nothing if-not real and prac- 
tical. 








What My Greek Testament 
' Says to Me 
_A Layman’s Notes 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Not many of us can read Greek. This means that most of 
us have to miss the unexpected riches that come from tead- 
ing the New Testament in its original oem. Mr. Gor. 
don, whose brilliant “Survey of Religious Life and 
Thought” now appearing every month in The Sunday 
School Times. is making such a impression, and whose 
Harvard training and scholatly studies have not shaken his 
faith in the whole Bible as the infallible Word of God, 
commences here a brief, every-week feature giving nuggets 
of pure gold dug up through the Greek, which will make 
you profoundly grateful for this new contribution. 


And ye shall be witnesses unto me. both in Je- 
rusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, an 
unto the uttermost part of the earth (Acts 1:8), 


HE Greek words for “uttermost,” referring to 

distance, are in og Pe pe quite different from 
that used here. . Thus Mark 13: 27 has it: “He’ shall 
gather together his elect from the uttermost part of 
the earth to thé uttermost part of heaven,” ap akrou 
ges heos akrow ouranow, “ftom the tip end [or ex- 
tremity] of earth and heaven.” And Matthew 12: 42 
reads: “The queen of the south came from the utter- 
most parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solo- 
mon,” ek ton peraton tes ges, “the.ends of the world.” 
Compare Romans 11:18, “Their sound went into all 
the earth and their words unto the end of the world,” 
ets ta perata tes otkoumenes, ~~. 

The Greek word used in Acts 1:8 for “uttermost” 
is eschatos, which has the connotation of time rather 
than of space, — the final land, the last people to hear. 
It is the eschatos of “eschatology,” the study of last 
things. ‘Phe Gospel was witnessed, or martyred, to, 
first in Jerusalem, then in Judea and Samaria, then 
in land after land, among people after people through 
the centuries until one land, one people, one last of 
all should stamd unevangelized between the world 
and the returning Christ. The protomartyr was 
Stephen and a great persecution against the Jerusa- 
lem‘ church followed his witness (Acts 8:1). That 
all Judea and Samaria suffered similar persecution is 
deducible from Acts 9:31: “Then had the churches 
rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria.” 
_ The martyr witness. has gone on through the Chris- 
tian centuries. Persecutions by Nero, by Diocletian, 
by Marcus Aurelius, the annihilation of the churches 
of Galatia, the overthrow by Chosroes of those won- 
derful Syrian Christian communities which Professor 
Butler, of Princeton, has recently excavated, the de- 
struction of the Egyptian and North African churches 
by Mohammedans, the blotting out of medieval Nes- 
torian Christianity by the Mongols, the massacres Of 
Christians in the Netherlands by the Duke of Alva, 


*a hidden touch of genius. 
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of Waldensian Christians by the Savoyards, of Paul- 
icians by the Empress Theodora, of Irish Christians 
by Sir, Phelim O'Neil and his cutthroats, of Uganda 

ristians by King Mwanga, of Japanese Christians 
at the cliff of Shimabara, of Malagasy Christians in 
the nineteenth century, of Chinese Christians by the 
Boxers, of Armenian Christians by the Turks, of 
Korean Christians by the Shinto militarists of Japan, 
—and so on. Land after land, nation after nation 
has seen its Christians go down into the baptismal 
witness of ‘blood. And the time will come when the 
last, eschatos, the uttermost in time from the Ascen- 
sion, shall enter the dark flood. And after that this 


. same Jesus, now watching in agonized suspense the 


sufferings of his witnesses, shall so come in like man- 
ner as he went into Heaven. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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Improvisation . 


* 

MA pianists think of improvisation as a feat 

of technique far beyond their own personal abil- 
ity. They think immediately of extended runs in 
single tones and octaves as essentials in improvisa- 
tion. It must be remembered that improvisation does 
not always necessarily involve difficult feats of exe- 
cution. It may well be described as “the spontaneous 
addition of any note or notes to the printed score.” 
An improvised accompaniment does not necessarily 


mean a musical excursion or a display of keyboard 


gymnastics. Indeed, there are times when the slight- 
est addition to the printed score supplies all that is 
necessary in the accompaniment. = =» —sg 

Some musicians consider improvisation unnecessar 
in the accompaniment. They argue that the printe 
score is of itself sufficient for the needs of the ac- 
companiment. Personally I cannot agree with this 
idea. World-wide experience stretching over twerity 
or more years has taught me differently. The school 
of experience is, after all, the most reliable for guid- 
ance. The sacred-music pianist should realize that 
the printed score of the average four-part hymn or 
Gospel song is really written for voices —not for an 
instrument. Keeping this fact in mind, one may well 
enter into the study of improvisation in real earnest 
and prepare definitely and thoroughly for the pro- 
duction of the type of accompaniment necessary for 
any occasion. 

dealing with improvisation let us get a clear 
and comprehensive definition of the subject. Improv- 
isation is a composition which is instantaneous and 
leaves no trace of itself except in the memory. Here 
we find ourselves confronted by two great factors — 
genius and talent. Many a sacred-music pianist pos- 
Sesses musical talent of a high degrée and with it 
The latter. has not ex- 
pressed itself, possibly, because of lack of oppor- 
tunity or because of a teacher’s repression, 

The moment the pianist attempts improvisation 
genius and talent are put tothe test. The average 
pianist who attempts to improvise an accompaniment 
does so with no well-defined musical plan or purpose 


in mind. Inspiration in any line of work must have 
proper guidance. In improvisation this is necessarily 
true. ' 


Under the hand of the skilled pianist improvisation 
is a rare pleasure. But stich a pianist always gives 
evidence of the possession of a definite, projected plan 
in the improvisation. The improvisation of a few 
chords requires musical intelligence. If this be so, 
what must be said of the execution of an elaborate 
ee involving rapid runs, chromatics, and 
trills f 

The average hymn suggests & simple musical theme. 
Every improvisation should be in conformity with 
the theme. 


How to Become an Improvisator.—The first re- 
quirement of an accomplished improvisgtor is a goo 
working knowledge of the keyboard. Without this, 
improvisation is out of the question. Coupled with 
keyboard knowledge and technique is a memorized 
knowledge of the song or hymn. Independence of 
the keyboard and the printed page should go. to- 
gether. In addition the pianist should possess a fer- 
tile imagination. If you cultivate the habit of think- 
ing music you will be better able to develop a musical 
imagination. 

Prompt decision is essential if improvisation is the 
objective. 
make an attempt at improvisation. All this being so, 
it remains for the.pianist to acquire experience. Do 
not wait until the song is being sung to start your im- 
provisation practise. You should spend time daily 
at-home in improvisation practise, and thus prepare 
to some extent for the, actual work of accompany- 
ing the audience. f 

Take, for example, the hymn “Abide with me.” 


There must be. courage to launch out and, 
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Memorize it; study it; examine the words and mes- 
Sage of the hymn; analyze it, and see where an extra 
chord or a short run in octaves can be safely at- 
tempted. When you commence your improvised ac- 
py aye oe pay special attention to any half-notes 
in the melody. Such notes offer an opportunity for 
an improvisation. | 
little to the printed score, always seeing to ‘it that 
whatever is added is in strict harmonic: accord with 


- the original score. 


Successful improvisation is not necessarily elab- 
orate and complteated. It is that type of improvi- 
sation which gives adequate support to the singers 
and which rightly interprets the thought and mes- 


‘sage of the song. 


here is a limit to improvisation —a limit marked 
by the actual chords of the original score of the song 
or hymn. The improvisation must be free from dis- 
cordant effects. It must be an aid to the singing. In 
the case of well-known songs the pianist can impro- 
vise more elaborately than in the case of unknown 


songs. In every improvisation the piariist should 
definitely indicate the time beats. The rhythm must 
always sustained. The audience must always be 


kept true to pitch, hence any improvisation” which 
fails in this respect is a hindrance. 
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Music Questions Answered 


Mr. Harkness will be glad to consider questions that 

readers of the Times may wish to ask him in connection 

with this Music course, or in connection-with any of their 

work as accompanists. Such questions may be addressed 
to him in care of The Sunday School Times. 


Should the pedal be used in playing staccato notes? 


| PRESUME the question relates to the “sustaining” 
pedal. Staccato notes, whether in octaves, chords, 
or single tones, should be played ‘without: the use of 
the sustaining pedal. The term “staccato” -indicates, 
and suggests.a short, sharp touch.- It involves the 
production of a sharp but definite tone. , 


I haye a weak little finger in the right hand, Can it be 
made stronger? 


ROBABLY the weakness is due to lack of consist- 
ent use of the finger. Employ the weak finger as 
much as possible. Practise the following exercise : 
hold down the notes. C, E, F, with fingers. 1, 2, 
3, and 4, and play G with finger 5. 
Los ANGELES, CAL, 

















The Victorious Life 








Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Langhorne, Pa.—January 9 to-12, Deeper Life Conference. 
First two meetings held in the Methodist Church, the last 
two in the Presbyterian Church. The Rev. Howard B. Din- 
widdie and Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, speakers. 

Philadelphia.—January 15 to 20, Winter Conference of the 
Victorious Life Testimony, Chambers-Wylie Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Broad Street below Spruce. Speakers: 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, the Rev. Howard B. Din- 
widdie, Mr. Archie L. Dyer, Mr. John W. Lane, the Rev. 
and Mrs. W. L. McClenahan, Miss Ruth Paxson, Mr. Addi- 
son C. Raws, Mr. S. LeRoy Smith, Dr. and Mrs. F. How- 
Ard Taylor, the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., and Mr. 
Charles G. Trumbull. Further information may be had 
from the Victorious Life. Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street; Philadelphia. , 

Philadelphia.—February 25; at 4 P. M., Speech Reading 
Club, 1606 Locust Street, Philadelphia; message by Mr. 
Charles G. Trumbull on the International Sunday-school 
Lesson. 

Rochester, N. Y.—March 4 te 1, Victorious Life Mes- 
sages, under the auspices of the Rochester Gospel Center, 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, speaker. Further information 
may be obtained from Mr. A, G, Slaght, 140 Court Street, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements " 

Macon, Ga., care of the Rev. J. B. Phillips, January 
7-14. ‘ 

hiladelphia, Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, 

road Street below Spruce, Victorious Life Conference, 
January 16-20. 

Philadelphia, National Bible Institute, 1418 North Six- 
teenth Street, January 16-February 2. ; 

Moorestown, N. J., care of Mr. E. A. Mechling, Jan- 
wary 28-February 2 (evenings). 

Philadelphia, J. Addison Heriry Memorial Presbyte- 
tian Church, Sixty-fifth and Lansdowne Avenue, Feb- 
ruary 4. 

we 


“The Anti-Alcohol Movement in Europe,” by Ernest 
Gordon, Editor » 3 The Sunday School Times’ “Sur- 
vey of Religious Life and Thought,” will be a help to 
teachers who wish to emphasize the temperance fea- 
tures of the Prodigal Son lesson, treated in this issue. 
(The Sanday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, $1, postpaid.) 


Be content at first to add very . 





1} 











ete ee a a ok oe eens Oe wna 








1923 


mes- 
extra 
y at- 
d ac- 
notes 
y for 


very . 


with 
elab- 


ITOVi- 
ngers 
mes- 


arked 
song 
| dis- 
. 22 
npro- 
nown 
nould 
must 


vhich 


asses 


ling” 
ords, 
e of 
cates. 
| the 


it be 


sist- 
ras 
cise : 
Z, 2, 


i of, 
$ or 


ence. 
last 
Din- 


' the 
orial 
cers: 


Rev. 
.ddi- 
low- 


had 
ling, 


ding 
Mr. 
hool 


Mies- 
ater, 
tien 
Peet, 


lary 


rch, 
noe, 


jan - 


yte- 


test 
‘ur- 
to 
‘ea- 
hue. 
eet, 








Lesson for January 21 ; 
Luke 15 ; . 
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further confirmations: 











= ee 


HE Holy Land has been one of the centers of 
interest for the statesman and the publicist dur- 
ing the past year. The contest between Jew 

and Arab for its control has attracted great atten- 
tion, and justly, for it is symptomatic of the new era 
dawning in the East. But there is a vast body to 
whom international politics mean little in comparison 
to the eternal verities of religion., To the on 
Palestine has a perennial attraction as the cradle o 
his faith and the enduring witness to the genuineness 
of the documents upon which that faith is primarily 
based. There are some for whom the Bible is only 
a useful collection of familiar texts and stock quo- 
tations, to be employed glibly, often strained and torn 
from their context. To such we may apply the par- 
able of the Master, regarding the house built on sand. 
It is only the student who takes his Bible and tries 
faithfully to understand it in the light of all the in- 
formation he can secure who is able to see revelation 
as a logical, consistent whole, and to combine his 
data: into a solid foundation for confidence in the 
purposes of God and the destiny of man. For such 
a student Biblical archeology is an invaluable help. 





A Corner of the Fortress of Gibeah, Showing Walls 
from the Second and Third Periods 





* 

During the past year America has taken a lead- 
ing part in the rediscovery of ancient Palestine. The 
University of Pennsylvania. Museum has, as already 
reported in The Sunday School Times (“Free Course 
for the Spade in Palestine,” by Professor Aibright, 
in the issue of October 15, 1922), undertaken the ex- 
cavation of Befsan, the Beth-shan or Beth-shean of 
the Old Testament. Under the competent direction 
of Dr. Clarefice S. Fisher, a second campaign (April- 
September, 1922) has just ¢ome to a close, with as 
great a success as that which rewarded the efforts of 
the first campaign .in the summer of 1921. The most 
remarkable results of this year’s work weré secured 
in a necropolis just north of the Nahr Jalud, which 
winds around the foot of the ancient acropolis (Tell 
el-Husn). Here was found a perfect labyrinth of 
tombs, used and re-used, abandoned, and then re- 
hewn. without respect for the bones of the former oc- 
cupants or the curses which Canaanite religion called 
down in vain upon the violator ‘of a tomb. These 
tombs were used during the Bronze and Early {fron 
Ages and again during Roman and ‘Byzantine times. 
In the intervening period of Israelite and Hellenistic 
control, no dead appear to- have been way 2 here, 
though the Israelite necropolis has yet to be found. 

In the necropolis was discovered, besides a great 
quantity of valuable pottery from the second mil- 
legnium B. C., largely ware of the Cyp#-Phoenician 
type, a remarkable series of anthropoid coffins. These 
coffins were made of clay, with human faces rep- 
resented on their upper end by sticking on lumps of 
clay to indicate the features. Vincent thinks that 
these coffins belonged to invaders from the .Mediter- 
ranean, of the group called “Peoples of the Sea” by 
the Egyptians; in favor of this is the fact that they 
seem to date from the twelfth century B. C., to 
judge from the pottery found with them, and. that the 
faces bear a superficial resemblance to the gold masks 
of Mycenae. The writer, however, prefers to con- 
sider them as a result of the fusion of Mesopotamian 
and Egyptian civilizations which we find so frequently 
in Palestine, the meeting-point and melting-pot of 
ancient cultures. Clay coffins of a similar shape were 
commonly employed in Babylonia, while the practise 
of indicating the features of the defunct on the out- 
side of the sarcophagus is Egyptian. These coffins 
tmay then be the prototype of the beautiful anthro- 
o1d Sarcophagi of marble which were, so popular in 

hoenicia during -the Hellenistic period. Since they 
date from the time of the Judges, while Beth-shan 
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Rediscovering Ancient Palestine 


The spade in 1922 corroborates Holy Writ, and 
anticipates 





opera’ In 

Sunday School Times of October 15, 1922, Dr. 
Albright contributed an article, “Free Cor for 
the Spade in Palestine,” in which he described the 
unpreceden possibili for archeological re- 
search since the British captured the Holy Land. 
This article, giving a glimpse of the satisfactory 
already being achieved, is a tifying 
confirmation of his expectations. Dr. Albright is. 
a warm friend of Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, the 

Times’ archeological editor. 








was still a Canaanite city (Judges 1:27), they have 
a special interest for'the Bible student. 

e have not space sufficient to describe all the in- 
teresting finds of the past season in Beth-shan. Suf- 
fice it to say that at the close of the season Fisher 
began to remove the Byzantine stratum on the acrop- 
olis mound, and, to his astonishment, instead of strik- 
ing Roman or Seleucidan layers, found massive brick 
house walls from before the middle of the first mil- 
lennium B. C. This shows that the mound was not 
used for building purposes during the early centuries 
of the Graeco-Roman Scythopolis, and greatly en- 
hances: the interest in the work on the mound, which 
thus proves to be almost entirely of Biblical and pre- 
Biblical date.. We may confidently look forward to 
interesting finds there next. summer, 

In the first campaign a large Egyptian monument, 
with more than twenty nes of hieroglyphics, badly 
weathered, was found. Owing to the state of the face, 
only a little could be made out by the writer, when 
he first saw it, but thanks to the indefatigable labor 
of Mr. Rowe, a young Australian archeologist, who 
has been Fisher’s assistant in the second campaign, 
most of the text can now be made out, aside from a 
portion which has been broken off. When the writer 
visited the excavations in July he was able to study 
the stele at leisure, confirming and supplementing 
Rowe’s decipherment. Our stone is one of a number 
erected in Palestine and Syria by Sethos I (1313-1292 
B. C.), and is the third so far found. The first one 
discovered was too badly broken to be of epigraphic 
value, and the second, found recently at Kadesh on 
the Orontes, has not been published. The text of 
our monument is of particular interest in that it de- 
scribes the activities of Sethos I in Palestine, and 
tells of his fortifying Beth-shan (or possibly a place 
in the immediate vicinity) and placing there a gar- 
rison of Epherites and Tyrsenians, who served as 
Egyptian mercenaries. Epher was a Midianite tribe, 
mentioned in Genesis 25: 4, and alluded to a number 
of times in the Egyptian inscriptions of the Nine- 
teenth gsr Some of the older scholars identi- 
fied this people erroneously with the Hebrews, thus 
giving rise to the fancy that some of the Hebrews 
stayed behind in Egypt after the Exodus, , The Tyr- 
senians (Tursha) later migrated west from Asia 
Minor or the Black Sea coast to Italy, where they es- 
tablished the Etruscan’ civilization, which was very 
intimately related to the Lydian. This is the first 
time we have found mention of Etruscans in Pales- 


tine, though Sicilians and probably- Pelasgians (Phil- q 


istines) are known to have settled there. In consid- 
ering the ultimate bearing of these facts we must re- 
member that the stele of Sethos I was erected about 
eighty years before Joshua led Israel to the conquest 
of Canaan (cir. 1230 B. C.). 

Another American undertaking, though on a 
smaller scale, was-the excavation of the fortress which 
served as a place of refuge to the inhabitants of 
ancient Gibeah, in Benjamin. Since most of the early 
Israelite towns were unwalled, a hold, or tower (com- 
pare Judges.9: 46, 51) was built at the strongest avail- 
able location, serving thus as a miniature acropolis. 
The acropolis of Gibeah is represented by a little 
artificial mound, thirty feet in height and about a 
hundred feet in diameter, which was excavated by 
the American School of Oriental Research in Jeru- 
salem during the past year. It stands in the middle 
of the flat summit of the hill known as Tell el-Ful 
(hill of, beans), about three “and a half miles north 
of Jerusalem, a site long correctly identified with 
Gibeah by the majdrity of scholars, 

In this little mound were found the remains of four 
fortresses, each built on the ruins of the preceding 
one, and no fewer than seven periods of construc- 
tion could be easily distinguished. Since Gibeah is 
often mentioned in the Old Testament and the later 
literature, it has proved possible to date the strata 
with an extremely small margin of error. The dates 
required. by the style of masonry. and the potsherds 
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found in large quantities agree fully with the Biblical 
material, so that our results are practically certain. 
It is interesting to note that Gibeah is the first site 
examined which dates wholly from the age of Israel- 


‘ite and Jewish occupation, between 1200 B. C. and 


A, D. 70. 

The first fortress, or migdal, to employ the termin- 
ology of the Old Testament, belongs to the period of 
transition from the Bronze Age to the Iron, and from 
Canaanite ceramics to pottery under Philistine influ- 
ence—that is, to the twelfth century B. C. It may have 
been built in the last years of the thirteenth century. 
and, as we know from Judges 20: 40, it was destroyed 
by fire during the civil war between Northern Israel 
and Benjamin. The atrocious character of the crime 
which led to the war may indicate that the people of 
Gibeah were partly Canaanite, of had come strongly 
under Canaanite influence, as might be expected from 
the proximity of Gibeah to Jerusalem, then still Ca- 
naanite and Jebusite (Cappadocian). Now, since 
some scholars have gone so far as to deny the his- 
toricity of the narrative in Judges 19-21, it is very 
important to note that the remains of the first fort- 
ress were covered with a layer of ashes several inches 
thick. This is a very remarkable corroboration of 
Holy Writ—one of the most striking, in fact, that 
has yet been found by archeologists. No doubt there 
are many such confirmations yet concealed under 
the mounds of Palestine and neighboring lands. 

The second fortress, the most elaborate and well- 
constructed of all, dates unquestionably from about 
1000 B. C., and may therefore be assigned confidently 
to the ill-starred Benjamite king, the native of Gi- 
beah. The-finds made in this stratum agree fully 
with all that we know of Saul (cir. 1020-1000) and 
the civilization of his day. Owing to the collapse of 
a massive staircase, part of the fortress had to be 
restored, but we have found no evidence to show that 
the fortress of Saul was destroyed by a hostile army. 
No traces of fire were found. This fortress is prob- 
ably alluded to in 1 Samuel 14: 16;.from the summit 
of the mound there is one of the finest views to be 
obtained in Palestine, since it is nearly 2,800 feet 
above sea-level. 

The third fortress is built with the masonry which 
we have learned to associate with the structures of 
Solomon and his successors, as found at Gezer, Me- 
giddo, Samaria, and Tell ej-Judeideh. The writer 
would identify it with the fortress erected at Geba (read 
Gibeah, one letter having been dropped out in He- 
brew —Geba and Gibeah are often confused in the 
Hebrew and Greek texts) of Benjamin by Asa, about 
goo B. C., to protect Jerusalem from an Israelite sur- 














The Staircase from the Time of Saul (just below Pier C) 





prise (1 Kings 15:22). This combination is cer- 
tainly correct if Mizpah is Nebi Samwil, as the 
writer maintains. The third fortress was partly de- 
stroyed, possibly by Jehoash (2 Kings 14:13) in his 
war with Amaziah of Judah, and rebuilt in haste, as 
shown by the excessively poor masonry of the re- 
stored portions. - Finally the stronghold was stormed 
by a hostile army and set on fire; the violence of the 
conflict is.shown by quantities of throwing stones 
and human bones in the charred débris of this fort- 
ress. This destruction may be due to Pekah.(2 Kings 
16: 5, etc.) or to Sennacherib; it falls somewhere in 
the eighth century, at all events. . 
Many centuries elapsed before the fortress was re- 
stored.- When the Jews came back from the Exile 
they reoccupied the ancient site of Gibeah, as shown 
by our trenches on the old town site, but the mound 
remained unoccupied. Finally, in the early part of 
the Seleucid period, the fortress was rebuilt, but this 
time without paying much attention to the old inte- 
rior walls, though the outside walls aud the glacis 


.6* 


were cleared and restored. The rudeness of the work 
shows that no Greek hands were employed in build- 
ing here; we have every reason to refer our fortress 
to the early days of the Maccabean struggle — say 
about 160 B. Cc. When the Romans occupied the 
country, the fortress lost its military value and houses 
were Duilt around the foot of the glacis, utilizing 
the latter for support. The potsherds of this last 
period of occupation are still “Seleucid” — that’ is, 
they are older than A. D. too. In A. D. 70 Titus 
stopped here, according to Josephus, in his march 
against Jerusalem, and the town was probably de- 
stroyed then or a little later. No potsherds of the 
Roman-Byzantine type were found in our excava- 
tions. St, Jerome says, some centuries later, that Gi- 


beah was in his time levelled to the ground — that is, , 


it had been destroyed for a long time, 

Space does not permit the description of the work 
carried.on by the British School of Archeology, un- 
der Garstang and Pythian-Adams, in the month of 
September, 1922, at Tell Amr and Tell Harbaj, in 
the western part of Esdraelon, near Haifa and Akka. 
These excavations were undertaken solely to deter- 
mine from the potsherds found in sectional cuts the 
period to which the sites belorig. Tell Amr proved 
to be exclusively Iron Age —1i. e., from about 1200 
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on — so the identification with Harosheth of the Na- 
tions (Judges 4:2), the home of Sisera, becomes al- 
most certain, since Sisera lived about 1170 B. C., and 
the town was probably founded by him or, an imme- 
diate predecessor who settled there after a migration 
from Asia Minor. The name “Harosheth” is pre- 
served in that of the modern Harithiyeh, about a mile 
away. Tell Harbaj is a beautiful tell, not yet identi- 
fied, but mainly of the Bronze Agé (2500-1200 B. C.). 

In concluding, I may refer to the excavations now 
beginning at Seilun, the site of the ancient Shiloh, 
under the auspices of a Danish society. Dr. Aage 
Schmidt has already made a number of shafts for 
soundin fordoees, and has found that the average 
depth of reg is about ten feet, mainly Graeco-Ro- 

rab. 


man-an The Israelite sherds are almost ex- 


-clusively of the very earliest type, like those found in 


the first two strata of Gibeah, a fact which corrobo- 
rates the statement, Jeremiah 7:12, 14; 26:6, e that 
Shiloh had been destroyed long before 600 B. C.; 
the excavations at Shiloh will therefore be of value 
for our knowledge of the very earliest Israelite civ- 
ilization. . 

Truly the, field is ripe for the harvest — and funds, 
rather than laborers, aré few! 

JERUSALEM, PALESTINE. 








Laying By for Bright Days 





Ways of Working That Work 


Edited by Hugh Cork, 077,08 Working Editor of 











N YOUR reading during the past year, whether of 

papers, books, or catalogues, how many ° usable 
ideas you found, and yet, not fastening them to your 
plans, most of them have been lost. Here is an idea 
which has proved valuable to many. Get a good letter 
and invoice file with at least twenty-four pockets. On 
these pockets the following labels may be fastened: 


. The Work in the Home. 

. The Church and the School. 
The Grading of the School. 
The Building and its Equipment. 
. Securing and Training Workers. 
. The School’s Officers. 

. The School’s Teachers. 

. Sunday-school. Administration. 

. The Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Work. 
. Sunday-school Publicity. 

. Organized Classes. 

. Interdenominational Work. 

. Missions and the Sunday-school, 
. Sunday-school Evangelism: 

. Summer Vacation Bible School. 
. The School’s Anniversary. 

. Easter Sunday Plans. 

. Mothers’ or Parents’ Day Plans, 
. Memorial Sunday Plans. 

. Children’s Day Plans. 

. Patriotic Sunday Plans. 

. Rally Day Plans. 

. Thanksgiving Sunday Plans. ,; 
. Christmas Celebration Plans. 


I 
2 
3- 
4. 
2 
6 
7 
8 
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The idea is to drop into the proper pocket a slip 
of paper on which is indicated the book or filed paper, 
which has given you your needed information, with 
the page where the helpful suggestion may be found. 
Of course if the item itself may ‘be clipped, then drop 
in the clipping. In this way ohe can fasten ideas until 
such time as they may be woven into “Ways of Work- 
ing That Work.” : 


A Year’s Memory Verses 
One a Week on Fundamental Teachings 


1. What is God? — John 4: 

2. Is'thére any other God? Isaiah 45:5. 

3. Is God partial and changeable? — James 1: 17. 

4. Does 
icles 16: 9. 

5. Will God provide for us? —Matthew 6: 28-30. 

6. Can our God do everything ? — Matthew 19: 26. 

7. Does God know everything? — Proverbs 5: 24. 

8. Is God holy? —1 Peter 1: 15. 

9. Is God a God of love?—1 John 4: 16. 

10. Is God faithful and just? 1 John 1:9. 

11. Is God merciful? — Psaim 103 : 8. 


12. Will God see us through? —1 Corinthians 10: 13. 


13. How do we know God? — John 1: 18. 
14. What does Jesus give men? -— John 10: 28, 
15. Which is the way to God? — John 14: 6. 


4:1 


17. How does Jesus say we may abide in him? — 


John 15: 10. 
18. Does Jesus represent us in Heaven?—1 John 2:1, 
19. Why did Jesus Christ die? —1 Peter 3: 18. 
20. What is the comfort of Jesus’ resurrection? ~1 
~Thessaloriians 4: 14. 
2r. be ya Jesus in Heaven doing for tts ? — John 


; 


God take personal iterest in us? — 2 Chfon- 


Does Jesus know our temptations ? — Hebrews 


22. Is Jesus coming back to earth again? — John 


14:3. i 
23. What did the angels say about Jesus coming back 
in bodily form? — Acts 1:11. 
24. Who represents Jesus when he is away? — John 


14: 26. 

. What are the results of the Holy Spirit’s work? 
— Galatians 5:22, 23. 

26. Have all men sinned? — Isaiah 53: 6. 
27. How are we justified? —2 Corinthians 5: 21. 

. How do. we know we have been born again? — 
I John 3: 14. 

. Have: we a claim as children of God? — John 
1312, 

. How may we become sanctified? —1 Thessalon- 
ians 5: 23. 

. What is God’s desire toward men? —2 Peter 3:9. 

. What happens if -men turn to God? — Isaiah 
55:7. 

. How do we receive the gift of the Spirit? — Acts 
2:38. ‘ 

. What is saving faith? — Romans 10:9. 

. Who is the author of our faith? — Hebrews 12: 2. 

. What is the first and greatest commandment? — 
Matthew 22: 37. 

. To whom do all things work for good? — Ro- 
mans 8: 28, 

. Who really loves God? — John 14: 21. 

. To whom shall we do good? — Galatians 6: 10. 

. How should we manifest love to men? — Ephe- 
sians 4: 32. 

- How pray so God ‘will hear? — Psalm 37: 4. 

. Where do we get nearest to God? — Matthew 6: 6. 

. What should we pray for the world? — Matthew 


9: 38. . 
. Should we approach God with anxiety ? — Philip- 


piang 4: 6. “ 

. Should we be thankful for everything? —1 Thes- 
salonians 5: 18. 

. Should we love God’s house? — Psalm 27: 4. 

-. How do we know we are saved? — John 5: 24. 

. What shall we be when Jesus comes? —1 John 


3:2. 

49. What is our reward for enduring temptation? — 
James 1: 12, ; ors 

50. What provision has God made for our care? — 
Psalm 91: 41, 12. 

51. Who is and how works our enemy? —1 Peter 


:8. 
52. Why do we have the Bible?—2 Timothy 3: 
16, 17. 
‘ 


The Preamble to a Great Man’s Will 


WHEN Henry J. Heinz, the great pure food 
manufacturer of Pittsburgh, came to the testa- 
mentary disposition of the fruits of his business ac- 
tivity he gave first place to a declaration of his Chris- 
tian faith, opening his will with these words: 

“Looking forward to the time when my earthly 
career shall end, I desire to set forth at the very be- 
ginning of this will,—as the most important item in 
it,—a confession of my faith in*Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour. I also desire to bear witness to the 
fact that throughout my life, in which were the usual 
oys and sorrows, I have been wonderfully sustained 
y my faith in God through Jesus Christ. This 
legacy was left me by my sacred mother, and to it 
I attribute any success I may have attained during 
my life.” 

Christian men and women evérywhere in making 
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their wills may well pattern after Mr. Heinz, and 
thus make a testimony which will witness for Christ 
even in court, pa 


A Doctrinal Statement for Sunday-Schools 


O MUCH of the current unbelief has found its 

way into our Sunday-schools, that it is sometimes 
a puzzling problem to know how to guard against it. 
To meet this situation in a measure, Miss Homera 
Hofther-Dixon, author of the “One-Minute Mission 
Talk” which appears weekly in The Sunday School 
Times, has prepared a_ doctrinal statement suitable 
for all officers and teathers of a Sunday-school. 

It might be worth while when your officers and 
teachers are installed for 1923 to get this statement 
neatly printed, signed, *ramed, and hung before the 
school as a living testimony to the kind of teaching 
these workers stand for. + : 


What We Teach 


Before accepting any duties in connection with the 

Sunday-school we hereby confess our faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ as our own personal Saviour, our 
ay of Salvation. 


onl 

We believe in God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost as being Three Persons but 
One God. 

We believe that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of 
God, who came forth from God the Father and took 
a human body and lived a sinless life and finally took 
upon himself our sins and died under them that we 
might go free. We believe that he rose from the 
dead literally, ascended into heaven, and will return 
to set up his Kingdom here. 

We believe every word of the Bible to be breathed 
by God, and we endeavor to obey its teachings. 

We believe according ,to the Bible that all have 
sinned and “must be born again” if they are to be 
saved. We believe in the eternal joy of the redeemed 
and eternal hell for those who reject God. 

We believe in the supernatural power of God, the 
Holy Spirit, working jn the lives of believers. We 
believe that the duty of the Christian church in this 
age is to win souls to Christ and especially to spread 
the Gospel among the heathen. 


(Signed) 
(Signed) 


Comer rere seereers Co eeeeeereeererevere ee 





Sunday School News 
"The World's Ninth” 


Convention. 
Glasgow, Scotland 
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A‘ A meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
World’s Sunday School Association; October 26, 
in New York City, Mr. Arthur M. Harris, of New 
York, Treasurer of the World’s Association from 
1914 to 1920, was elected Chairman of the Executive 
Committee to succeed the late Mr. James W. Kinnear. 

Mr. W. G. Landes, who was elected General Sec- 
retary of the World’s Association last April, entered 
upon the duties of his new office the first of Novem- 

. 


r. 

The Year Book of the World’s Association for 1922 
has just been issued, and may be had on request from 
the office of the World’s Sunday School Association, 
216 Metropolitan Tower, New York. 


“S. O. S.°—Bible Picture Rolls Need 
on Every Mission Field 


OW that the International Uniform Lessons are 
again being taken from the Gospels the urgent 
appeals of multitudes of foreign missionaries can be 
honored with just a little thought and a very small 
expenditure Of money. These picture rolls are wanted 
on every mission field and while any picture roll is 
useful those which depict the Life of Christ are es- 
pecially valued. Beginning with October the. lessons 
are taken from Luke for six months, and a “S. O. S.,” 
“Save Our Scrolls,” is broadcasted that every Sun- 
day-school which uses these scrolls may know how to 
— them in the outstretched hand of a missionary. 
e go-between’is the Surplus Material Department 
of the World’s Sunday School AsSociation, 216 Met- 
ropolitan Tower, New York. ‘ Samuel D. Price, D.D. 
the superintendent of that department, knows of 
many things which the missionaries are appealing for 
in addition to the picture rolls. Write for a card.of 
introduction to a missionary and you will receive 
all needed infermation. - Indicate your denomination 
in writing, and you will receive the name of a worker 
in your own church. Mail your package when you 
are through with the roll at the end of each quarter. 
Picture cards, however old, are also desired. This 
department has placed more than forty thousand in- 
estereess since 1909, when it began this specialized 
work. 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 21. THE PRODIGAL SON 


. (May be used with Temperance applications.) Luke 15 
* Golden Text.—There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.—Luke 15 : 10 














The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 
Getting Started in Class 


HE Lord’s exquisite word-picture of the prodi- 


gal son, or better, of the loving and forgivi 
ather, fits all ages. We may apply it al- 
most any day from twentieth century newspapers. 
One of these boys from a Southern cotton plantation 
is described by Mr. Smith in “Say, Fellows —,” and 
the story will do weli to start the lesson with, and 
may be matched by that remarkable story, so im- 
pressive that two contributors to The Sunday School 
Times Illustration Round-Table tell it— of that rag- 
ged nomad of city streets who turned to beg a dime 
of a passer-by, and found himself looking into the 
face of his rich father! (Round-Table, 2.) 
Our Background Material \ 
Language has exhausted itself to adequately de- | 
scribe the beauty of the parable of the Prodigal Son. | 
It has been called the pearl of parables (Dr. Thomas, | 
I, 1). Dr. Esenwein, former editor of Lippincott’s | 
Magazine, once said that it was the greatest short 
story ever written. Why it ntay be called “the his- 
tory of a sin,” is suggested by Dr. Thomas (I, 1). 


The Lesson Itself — i. 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les-\ 


son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end \ 


of certain paragrephe in those articles, will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The cumulative effect of the three parables must 
have’ been overwhelming, for our Lord makes it plain 
that the recovery of the lost is a matter for re- 
joicing both on earth and in heaven. Is our study 
of this lesson to end merely in admiration of a 
beautiful story, or will it send us out as seekers of 
these lost ones?. (Dr. Ellis.) 

Of-course the primary application of the parable of 
the lost sheep teaches that any wandering soul de- 
mands the concentration of our prayers and energies 
upon its salvation, even to the temporary neglect of 
the ninety and nine in our church or group who have 
found the shelter of the fold and have progressed sat- 
isfactorily in their Christian life. It may also have 
a deeper reference to the whole economy of redemp- 
tion when the Son of God left the host of unfallen 
angels to shed his blood in atonement for the rescue 
of our “collective humanity.” 


_Our Lord could not mean that there is any ofe)) 


who does not need repentance (v. 7), but is making‘ 
“grave protest, veiled under the form of an appar- 
ent concession, against the self-righteousness of the 
Pharisees,” when he speaks of “ninety and nine just 
persons who need no repentance.” 

Christ’s love of the lost,is the linking thought that 
runs through these three parables, and yet each par- 
able has its distinctive features. In the lost silver 
coin there is emphasized the value of a human soul. 
The coin has on it the king’s image and _superscrip- 
tion. Man is made in the image of the Great King. 
Then again, the lost sheep strayed away from the 
fold, while the silver coin is lost im the house. Be- 
ing a descendant of Abraham did not save a man. 
There were many who were lost in the house of 
Israel. Oh, how many are really lost, so far as be- 
ngs any use to God, in the church of Christ! 

here ma 
in the spreading of the Gospel, since a woman is pic- 
tured as the searcher for the lost coin. Woman in 
her work surely has lit candles of holiness, and what 
a brodm for discovering every available means for 
saving the lost our Women’s Foreign Missionary So- 
cieties have been. aK 

_ The first two parables should be treated very con- 
cieely and most of the time reserved for the parable 
of the prodigal son. No better nor more thorough 
treatment ‘of it could well be given than'that provided 
in the twofold analysis by Dr. Griffith Thomas — “the 
steps downward and the steps upward” (The Car- 
toon). Every teacher surely has here as full and rich 
provision for preparation of the lesson as he needs. 

No teaching of our Lord seems ever to haye made 
any greater pra mai upon the human mind ‘than 
this parable, takeh, as it is; from the daily life of 
Palestine. With the contact of that country with 
the great cities of the Roman Empire, such an in- 
cident must not, have been uncommon.. The Lord’s 
hearers no doubt knew of some young man who 
had Rone to Alexandria or Rome or Corinth to waste 
his life in unhallowed pleasures. That our Lord must 
have heard this story first in the carpenter shop, per- 
haps ye Joseph’s lips, is the thought of Mr. Ridg- 


wa ; 
Of course it was obvious that the Lord also had in 
mind the elder son as representing the Pharisees and 


Devotional : Psalm 143: 1-8. 
jal: Psalm 32; Luke 7: 36-50; Rom. 5: 1-11-; Gal. 
6:a-si Tim. 1:15, 16. 


opic: A Father’s Love. 
Lesson Material; Luke 15: 11-24. 
Memory Vef®e : God is love.—1 John 4: 8. 
Junior Topic: A Picture of the Heavenly Father's Love. 
Lesson Material; Luke 1g : 11-24. 
Memury Verses: Isa. 55: s 


6, 7 
Senior Topic: The Reach and of Our 
Father’s Love. ~ : eo 
Topic for Young People and Adults: How to Treat Sinners. 











The_ portion of the text.indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 11-24 


11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 and the 
younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the 
portion of 1 thy substance that falleth to me. And he di- 

ided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after, 
the younger son gathered all together and took his jour- 
mney into a\far country; and there he ted his substan 
with riotous living. 





be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to one of 
the citizens of that country; and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. 16 and he would fain * have filled his belly 
with * the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave 
unto him. 17 But when he came to himself he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and 
to spare, and I perish here with. hunger! 181 will arise 
and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: 19 I am no more 


_ worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired 


servants. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But 
while he’ was yet afar off, his father saw him, and was 
moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
“kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight: I am no more 
worthy to be called thy son®. 22 But the father said to 
his ° servants, Bring forth quickly the best robe, and put 
it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet: 23 and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us 
eat, and make merry: 24 for this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to 
be merry. 


1Gr. the.. 2 Many ancient authorities read have been 
filled, *Gr.-the pods of the carob tree. ‘Gr. kissed 
him much. See ch. 7.38, 45. ®Some ancient authorities 
add make me as one of thy hired servants. See ver. 19. 
®Gr. bondservants. ‘ 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the younger son those publicans and sinners whom 
he was so magnetically attracting by his love. and 
\tenderness. In God’s sight “the reckless waste of noble 
gifts and highest energies on unbridled sensuality of 
life” is “riotous living.” Even in the exercise of “a 
suicidal free will,” Cod is dealing with the sinner, 
and is sending him to the swine-trough in order that 
his terrible hunger may create a_ soul-longing for 
home (Dr. Smellie, 1, 2, 3; Mr. Ridgway, 2). 
How blessed that God always takes a high and 
hopeful view of the sinner’s future, and sees the man 
who may be beneath the man whois! (Dr. Smellie, 


A 


The Truth that Is Golden 


No man can find God, his Heavenly Father, except | 
i Word —the written Word | 


as he is revealed in the ( 
and the incarnate Word. _Heathenism’s gods. tend. to 


be here a tribute to woman’s place produce fathers who are as cruel and heartless as 
these gods themselves are conceived to be. A sort 


of prodigal son story in reverse is told in the Round- 
Table (1). Jesus came to reveal the Father, to give 
men a true conception of him —to tell men that God 
was their father, and how they could be his sons. And 
this fem of a parable was one of his illustrations of 
the Father’s love. 


Teaching Points 


There is here a‘seal of approval upon the gather- 
ing together of “friends and neighbors” in social in- 
tercourse, and especially is this pleasing to God when 
such gatherings are for the purpose of sharing our 
purer and nobles joys (Mr. Ridgway, 3). 

Intemperance has been one of the greatest causes 
of prodigality of life. In selecting the “Temperance 
Nuggets” on page 13 Miss Stoddard has kept in 
mind this fact. 

Some one has finely said, quoting from the prophet 
where he says, “the government shall be upon his 
shoulder” (Isa. 9:6), that “our Lord needed only one 
shoulder for the government of the universe, but has 
two for the salvation of.a lost soul!” 

Only God and those in whom God lives, know how 
to manipulate that dreaded moment when a prodigal 
pinots his foot on the threshold of the old home (Dr. 

mellie, 4). 











14 And when he had spent all, there | 
) arose a mighty famine in that country; and he began to 





wie 
Questions for Study and Discussion 


Why did the publicans and sinners draw near to 
our Lord? 


_ What are the truths common to all three parables 
in this trilogy? 


Who was the woman, what is the house, and what. 


the coin in the second parable? 


P+ was is the heart-center of the prodigal son par- 
able *. 


Who is the elder son? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice- President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE oF APPLICATION.—Teach pupils 
to pad personal -and practical applications of 
truth, 











Kas Master’s teaching in the case before us, as 
was so often true, was called forth by the cir- 
cumstances of the occasion. This helps us to inter- 
pret his lesson. His method is cast in the mold of 
his effective story form, and in this beautiful form 
it has been carried across the years. 

The occasion of the lesson was the murmuring of 
the Pharisees and scribes because publicans and sin- 
ners had such easy access to Him. He answers this 
murmuring with three short stories whose cumulative 
effect must have been overwhelming. The implica- 
tion of all three stories is the very opposite of the 
Pharisaic implication of his fellowship with sinners. 
They would have given the impression that it reflected 
on him. He makes clear that it was creditable to the 
sinners, for the ight of each story plays down upon 
the head of a repentant sinner. And each time, in 
scathing condemnation of those who would have 
turned them ,aWay, he represents the joy of others, 
nay heaven itself, over the sinner who repents and 
returns. The neighbors come in to rejoice over the 
sheep that was found, and over the lost coin that 
was recovered, and in both cases he compares it to 
heavenly joy over the return of the lost. And lastly, 
in the story that has gripped the heart of the world, 
he shows the actual sinner, wilfully astray, turning 
with repentant heart, and the father’s joy. But though 
friends and neighbors gladly come to rejoice at the 
recovery of a sheep or a coin, even the brother re- 
fuses to join the rejoicing for the boy who was 
lost. How much better is a man than a sheep, and 
what. is the value of. any sort of property compared 
to the worth of a human soul? 

Application is dynamic interpretation. To get the 
meaning of the Master and forget it is but to ad- 
mire a beautiful story. Are we as earnestly seeking 
lost men as lost property and rejoicing as much 
when sinners come home to God as when a lost 


\.. sheep returns? 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
we 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


7 HAS often been remarked that the story of the 
Prodigal Son affords us the only instance in the 
Bible where God the Father is seen to be in haste; 
the father in the parable represents God, and he 
is seen running to meet his returning child. This 
speaks powerfully to us of the intense eagerness man- 
ifested by God when there are tokens of a soul turn- 
ing to him from darkness and death. The joy of 
God over one sinner that repenteth overflows the holy 
reserve of Deity, and the angels behold it! 

Are we bringing this joy to Christ? 


please him, and we best please him by making known 
his blood-bought salvation to the lost. 

There is South America, for instance. One who is 
an authority writes: “The great and ever abiding 
curse of the Indians is, nothing profitable and inter- 
esting to do. Laziness and drunkenness, that is all, 
and the results fall on the women and children, 
but especially on the children. The sufferings of the 
children are mute, never ending; only those whe 
seemingly cannot be killed survive, and these are the 
brute type.” But those do not know that there 
is a Father who loves them. Teli them! 


Nracara Fatts, CAN. 


‘ _ Let us re- | 
member that the very object of our existefice is to | 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





lL. The Lesson’s Main Message | 


HIS passage has been called the “pearl of par- 

ables.” It is the third of three, all given in an- 

swer to the murmuring of Christ’s enemies (v. 
2). The parable is in some respects the most famil- 
iar passage in all the Gospels, and it may be de- 
scribed as the history of a sin, use it shows 
with great clearness the experience of one who wil- 
fully wanders into evil. (1) 


pp te Stehis Dormer d. There are seven stages in 
the journey of the prodigal to the depth of “his deg- 
radation. ~(1) Restraint. Although his life was 
bright and every natural opportunity was afforded 
him, he felt the limitation of home and wished to be 
free. The sinner likewise is conscious of the bounds 
ithat keep him within the laws of God, and this re- 
alization chafes and tends to make him dissatisfied. 
(2) Restlessness. The younger son was not satisfied 
to be hemmed in and hampered. He wanted to get 
away from his father and could not find enjoyment 
at home. The-sinner is unable to realize his fullest 
ijoyment in God, and so he is restless. (3) Request 
=—~+ (v. 12). With the emphasis on himself (“give me”), 
we see that he wanted-the-possessions, not the pres- 
ence, of -his-father,~ There was something not quite 
) fair or lawful about his request since the portion 
( was not due to him at that time, but he was de- 
| termined on freedom, andthe sinner in like manner 
“asks to be let alone because he wants to be free..(4) 
Responsibility (v. 12). The father granted the son’s 
~“Fequest; “and the young man e his own master, 
free to do as he liked. God always respects our in- 
dividuality and independence, even though it is as- 
sociated with self-assertion and self-will. He never 
forces us to do what we do not like. This expression 
of independence has been described as “lord of,him- 
self, that heritage of woe.” (5) Recklessness (v. 
13). Very soon the young man went away and his 
life showed that he had ne thought of responsibilities. 
He was free, and that was what he wanted. He was 
having what has been called “his fling.” Sin always 
ywastes our true life. This is the inevitable result 
of living for self. (6) Retribution (v. 14). Life 
has been described as “harmony with our environ- 
ment,” and this is true in things moral as well as 
physical. The famine around him agreed with the 
emptiness within, for the tendency of sin is to gather 
to itself corresponding surroundings. When fortune 
goes, famine comes, and life within and circumstances 
outside agree with each other. (7) Reproach (vs. 15, 
«16). No disgrace could be more terrible than for 
a Jew to be feeding swine. No friend was near; 
they had all left him when his money had gone. 
The sinner becomes isolated and degraded, he is con- 
scious both of’ homelessness and emptiness. In all 
this we see the germ of sin in self-will, the growth 
of sin in gradual separation from God, and the goal 
of sin in entire degradation and disaster. 
The Steps Upward. There are similarly seven steps 
to notice in this direction. (1) Reflection (v. 17). 
He “came to himself,” and sO -fefore this he must 
have been “beside himself.” Sin is essentially moral 
madness, but the first step upwards is to think, and 
thus to réalize one’s own position and plight. (2) 
Recollection (v. 17):. He could not help remember- 
ing the past and thinking of the servants at hofme who 
were so much better off in comparison with him. 
Memory is ‘a great power in-leading men back to 
the pathway x right. (3) Realization. When the 
man said, “I perish,” it was a consciousness of his 
lost condition. No one was to blame but himself. 
This consciousness of loss through sin_is a_ vital 
factor in the sinner’s return. (4) Resolution. When 
he. said, “I will arise,”: and “I will say,” the young 
man had turned in the right direction. This is the 
beginning of repentance, and only when we determine 
to do this can we be said to be on the way to safety. 
(5) Repentance. He not only determined to return 
home, but‘actually started (v. 20). Repentance means 
to forsake sin, and our rmination miust be ex- 
pressed in action. (6) Restoration. It is a beautiful 
pictus, the father seeing the son afar off, and, drawn 
y compassion, going out without any rebuke to wel- 
come his son home. is is a beautiful picture of 
God’s attitude to us. The first step is that. of recon- 
ciliation, and the robe, the ring, and the shoes may 
be regarded as.the symbols of that righteousness, son- 
ship, and service which are ours on coming back to 
the Father. (7) Rejoicing. “They an to be merry,” 
but we are not told that they. left Thus the last 
part of the picture is seen to be the requital and 
satisfaction of love, as the young man is welcomed 
back. So there is joy in heaven in the heart of God 
when sinners come back to him.. As we ponder this 
part of the parable we notice the grace of God long- 
ing and watching in love, with its quick reception, 
full welcome, and entire restoration. greatness 


of God is also seen, because God alone through 
Christ’s atonement ean bring back any one from the 
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depths of sin. And the glory of God is also sug- 
gested by the- new life to which the prodigal was 
henceforth to prove his true attitude. : 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 143:1-8 (1) Prayer 
for mercy, verses.1, 2;.(2) need of mercy, verses 3, 
4, 7; 63) remembrance o ie . verses 5, 6;- (4) 
outcome of mercy verse 8; (“Cause me to hear”; 
“Cause me to know”). . 

Books.—“A Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” by 
Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New. York, $1,50) 5 
Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4); Godet’s Commentary on Luke (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6); Pulpit Commentary 
on Luke (Funk and Wagnalls, New «York, 51 vols:, 
$2.50 a vol.; sold only in.sets) ; Hand-books for Bible 
Classes, Luke, by.. Lindsa (Scribners, $1.10); “A 
Harmony of the Gospels,” by Robertson (Geo, H. 
Doran Co.,“New York, $2.50, net). . © 
Il. Reference Material 

Psalm 32; Luke 7:36-§0; Romans 5:1-11; Galatians 
6:1-5; 1 Timothy 1:15, 16. ° 

1. Psalm 32. David’s cry for forgiveness — one of 
the two special Psalms: (1) Psalm 51, immediately 
after the realization of his great sin; (2) Psalm 32, 
later on, when the past was reviewed. The Psalm 
deals in turn with: the sin detailed; the misery de- 
picted; the recovery described; the mercy -declared; 
the blessings delineated. __ : 

2. Luke 7: 36-50. Three pictures: (1) Penitence; 
(2) pride; (3) pardon. - 

3. Romans 5:1-11.. The at present, and future 
of the believer’s life: (1) Past, verses 6, 7, 8; (2) 
present, verses 1, 2, 3, 5, 11; (3) future, verses 2, 
9, 10. . 

4. Galatians 6:1-5. A message for the elder 
brother. (1) The spirit of love, verses 1, 2; (2) the 
spirit of humility, verse 3; (3) the spirit of faith- 
fulness, verses 4, 5. 

5. t Timothy 1:15, 16. (1).The divine provision, 
verse 15; (2) the divine purpose, verse 16. 

lll. The Graded Topics _ 

1. Intermediate and Senior: The Reach and Power 
of Our Father's Love. (1) Love despised (vs.- 11- 
13). (2) Love needed (vs. 14-17). (3) Love sought 
(vs. 18-20). (4) Love enjoyed (v8. a Notice 
the phraser “to ghe uttermost” (Heb. 7:25) =the ut- 
termost of need, circumstances, place, and time. Ob- 
serve also the four words found in the Gospels: 
“lowest,” “least,” “lest,” and “last.” The lowest may 
become the. highest, the least the greatest; the lost 
may be saved, and the. last first. 

2. Young People and Adults: How to Treat Sin- 
ners. The murmuring (vs. 1, 2) elicited three par- 
ables. Why. three? Perhaps because of three as- 
pects of Christ’s attitude to sinners. (1) The first 
parable suggests love. One out of a hundred sheep 
was not much in: value, but the shepherd had com- 
passion .on the misery. of the helpless sheep (“was 
lost,” v. 6). (2) The second parable suggests loss. 
One of only ten coins would be a serious loss, and 
the wéman evidently realized the value of it (“I had 
lost,” v. 9). (3) The third parable suggests long- 
suffering. The father is the central figure. e 
waited for his’ younger son with interest and love, 
welcomed him when he returned, and showed also 
to the elder son the sate spirit of love. These are 
the three ways in which we ought to treat men to- 
day, showing that we love them, that God values 
them, and is longsuffering in regard to them. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


fo ¥ 
1. Joy im heaven. What is the meaning of “in the 
presence of the angels of God”? It certainly means 
the j6y of the angels themselves (see also Luke 2: 
10-14). There. are hints that angels are interested 
in what is going on below. (Eph.,3: 10; 1 Peter 1: 12). 
But it is not mereély*the joy of the angels, but jo 
“in the presence of the angels.” This may mean God’s 
own joy, for just as the father rejoiced to welcome 
back his son, so 
to the heart of 


2. Joy on earth. This is the joy that comes to the Which br 


sinner himself and to those who are already in the 
Father’s home and are glad that others are doing 
likewise. This joy-is threefold: the joy of repent- 
ance, of recovery, and of restored fellowship. 
V. Leading Questions 

What point (if any) is to be found in the fact that 
these three parables represent one percent, ten percent, 
and fifty percent loss? ; 

Collect the eight occasions where the phrase, “I 
have sinned,” is found in Scripture. . 

How were these three parables an answer to the 
murmurings of verse 2? 

Consider and justify the- desire of Christ in rela- 
tion. to'sin as seen in 7: 34; 15:2; 19:7. 2 

What is wrong in the title of the lesson? What 
should it be? ‘ HE 

Explain why mention is made of joy in all three 
parables. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





hills ‘surrounded him, like gi 


the return of the sinner brings joy 7 Bessel, —_ may not my son | 
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bape He detects the jewel w 
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No Earthly Father Loves Like Him 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


OD has much to do with the sinner’s past. 
_ His recent past, I mean. Not the old rebel- 
liousness, nor the infathated wish for false in- 
dependence, nor the riotous living in the gay and _for- 
eign land. These are traceable to the man’s free will, 
asserting itself in a suicidal way. The seed is of his 
own sowing, and the bitter harvest is fruit of his own 
perversity. But the bondslave of sin begins to be in 
want; and the divine Spirit has stirred this famine 
within him. He comes to himself, and is befooled no 
longer; and it is from heaven that the wholesome 
awakening. proceeds. . He says, J will arise and go to 
my Father; and who has created the resolve but the 
Father himself? These things are God’s handiwork, 
and he cannot reject them ; hé must acknowledge them. 
At first the handiwork is incomplete, and full of de- 
fects and flaws. But apart from him it had never 
been begun, and he yt not despise it, but will carr 
it on to perfection. hen he was yet a great way off, 
the Father saw him and had compassion, (1) 

An American writer says that that is not sprin 
which we commonly call spring. When the naked 
trets blossom into greenness, and the hedges are 
white and pink with. hawthorn, we pronounce this 
spring. But it ts early summer. It was spring, when 
the skies were overcast, and bleak- winds blew, and 
birds -were dumb; for the sap was coursing then 
through branch and blade. So we do not know when 
the springtime of the soul is born. But God per- 
ceives it, for it is his doing, and he means to diadem 
it with the wealth of summer. (2)” 

Critics find many faults with the penitent’s contri- 


_tion. It is rigenacg by nothing but his hunger, and 
kindled by the mere longing for bread and a happier 
future. oreover, it is new and untested, and he is 


distant still. from the liberty and joy and. sanctity. of 
the household. The indictment is true. But. when 
he was much farther away, before he had risen from 
the swine-troughs, God was dealing with him in in- 
struction, in reproof, and in love. He cannot-refuse 
him now. (3) 


Ay, and God understands the difficulties of the sin- 
ners present. 

Probably the moment which the prodigal dreaded 
most was that of his. arrival at the old ‘homestead. 
There_ would be significant whisperings, 
looks, sharp innuendoes, reproachful words. Pain 
would tingle with his reception, pain that he de- 
served, and yet that would pierce him to the quick. 
And his father knew what ground there was for his 
fears, and the dismay they stirred. That was why 
long before his son reached the threshold that elicite 
such forebodings, he had him in his arms, and was 


, assuring him of reconciliation and rest. (4) 


It is pitiful that the censoriousness of Christians 
should hinder sinners from coming home. When the 
Spirit of conviction is at work in them, then is the 
time they should have most of our sympathy. But 
we taunt them with the years the locust has eaten, and 
are judicial and cold when we-should be eager and 
kind. Browning describes the desperate adventure of 
a knight, marked by mystery and terror all through, 
but fullest of hazard when it was almost done. Dark 

its waiting to séé the 
in his ears the names 
known; “How such a one Was 
strong, and such was bold, and such was f ; 
yet each of old lost, lost.” Those sights, those yoites, 


game at bay. Voices soun 
of warriors he had 


- three parables emphasize joy, and this is two- » (the pilgrim meets too often who sets out 


City of Destruction. > : 

Therefore it is good that God ionates him. 
He greets him with no repr. ‘bat with a han- 
dred encouragements. ‘ He. telis him never. to fear, 
and loves him out of the pit of his corrupti if. 


Lastly, God takes a high and hopeful view of ‘the 
sinner’s future. 2 a 


“At home again,” the father ,in the 
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dainty velvet. The coal-tar was desp 
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Lesson for January 21 
Luke 15 


The_Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“The Call of the Wild.” —The younger 
son... took his jowrney into a far 
country (v. 13). The greatest short story 
ever written! And by the Prince of story- 
tellers: Where did Jesus get such a 
story as this? Dickens Baik his local 
color among the lowly. Thackeray got 
his above and below stairs among the 
high and_ mighty. Stevenson in the South 
Seas. O. Henry from jailbirds and 
bums on park benches. No successful 
story telling otherwise. Where did a 
young countryman from a mountain vil- 
lage get a story 8f wine and wild women 
and the pace that kills? I'll tell you. 
In his father’s carpenter shop. Did 
you ever wonder why God sent the holy 
family to New York with its Great 
White Way — excuSe me, I mean Egypt, 
with its Mark Antony-Cleopatra-wide- 
openness? Have you ever had a father 
to talk about what he saw in 
or Chicago, Paris or London Have 
you ever had a mother to talk about 
what she saw at the, seashore? If so, 
you know how the education must have 
gone on in the little home-shop of Naz- 
areth. Egypt was that “far country” un- 
doubtedly. When the story fell from the 
Master’s lips these “bones” of it which} 
we have were clothed with flesh and, 
blood, as it were, in the true Oriental, 
story-telling fashion. The color and the 
details came from Joseph as they planed 
and sawed and hammered in the shop.| 
It is thus this Corner thinks came the} 
wonderful story of the Prodigal Son. | 
This is the reason it grips every man, | 
saint or sinner, as no other story ever 
told. All down the ages has come, like 
the “Call of the Wild” to the dog, -the 
call of the “Far Country” to the youth. 
While Jesus would not answer that call, 
he knows it, my boy, and he warns you 
(Heb. 4:15). (1) 


Sin. and Cure!—Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight (v.21). 
This story is so delicate and so perfect 
that one picks it up’ with the same trepi- 
dation that he does a choice and costly 
piece of jewelry. You fear you ma 
break the string with your clumsy hand 
and the gems and pearls go scattering. 
But there is one thing about Sin that 
the fell6w who answers to the “Call of 
the Wild” forgets. Sin not only hits 
Heaven, but also hits his very nearest 
and dearest (Job 21:19; Isa. 14: 20, 21). 
A broken-hearted father whose daugh- 
ter had answered the “far country” call 
cried, “Mr. Ridgway, I would rather 
have buried her.” From that day I be- 
gan to notice my friend was an old man. 
One day they found him sitting dead. 
Oh, Sin is a biting, stinging thing any- 
where, but it is an awful, gnawing thing 
when it crosses the threshold and comes 
into the home, When I/go to the Re- 
formatory where afe some seven hun- 
dred to eight hundred young fellows with 








shaved heads locked up each night in|) 
00, Lif 


cages like the wild beasts in the 
close my eyes as I talk to them and see 
the real sufferers in the humble little 
homes all up and down our great state, 
It is father and mother who are really 
in jail serving the time. The boys.don’t 
seem to care—not very much. Sin 
seems to have a way of blunting all the 
finer feelings of a man. Sjn is always 
selfish, and never so selfish as in the-fam- 
ily circle. Ask the broken-hearted wife.’ 
There. is only one way out. Only one; 
cure for the. snake bite. We have it! 
here in the text. Confession to heaven 
and confession to folks. A ¢omplete 
change of life. ‘Then read on in the 
story, and see what happened! (2) 


Fun.—And they began to be merry (v.| 


24). That. must have teen some party! 
We folks who live out in the country- 


side where they have fatted calves and | 
where the neighbors and all the help/ 
come up to the fence and around the 
front door for a peep in “to see thé fun” } 
have no trouble in visualizing this pic-|} 


ture which Jesus has sketched. Jesus him- 


self used to go to just such “blow- |] 


outs.” How do f know? Why, he was 
one of the greatest party men of whom 
we have ‘any account. 
ding in Cana, which he pulled out of a 


w York) I 


rom. that wed-|% 





hole, he never refused a single invita- 
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tion. “Not even when giveneby folks 
not especially cordial. The Master seems 
to have been a great believer in parties. 
So is every normal - Christian. The 
church that has few parties has few 
young folks. I mean “make merry” 
parties, not those serious “weather” con- 
versational parties, I was brought up in 
the Society of Friends. In my make- 
merry-days there were no “First Day 
Schools,” and I can’t remember a merry 
od 4 So we Quaker boys married 

resbyterians or something, and that was 
the end of our Quakerism, as splendid 
as genuine Quakerism is. The Quakers 
have now learned better, and they. now 
have as much fun and make as fhuch 
noise as— well, as Methodists! All of 
which is simply saying that when a fel- 
low faces about and gets right with his 
Father in Heaven he will find the music 
will start up and the fun begin. If there 
were not more jolly, hear-it-out-on-the- 
street fun in religion than in anything 
else on earth there would be no Corner. 
would quit. The old Book wouldn’t 
be so (Job 8:21; Prov. 29:6; Phil, 
4:4). (3) 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


+ 
The IlMustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best ene each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of.the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in a. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be oo to illustrations on 
that portion of the lessen text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses, than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

The Dress Suit Habit.—He began to 
be in want (v. 14). Charles M. Schwab 
has said: “Young men may enjoy drop- 
ping their work at five or six o’clock and 
slipping into ardress suit for an evening 
of pleasure, but-the habit has certain 
drawbacks. I. happen to know several 
able-bodied gentlemen who got it so com- 
pletely that they are now spending all 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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their time, days as well as evenings, iri] 
dress suits, serving food in fashionable 
restaurants to men who did not get the 
dress suit habit until somewhat later in 
life."—Sent by the Rev. J. A, Clark, El- 
land, Yorks, Eng. 


Surrendering the Old Life.—/ wilt 
arise (v. 18). A street sweeper of Dub- 
lin, with broom in, hand, was standing 
at a crossing, his thoughts occupied ‘only 
with filth, and filthy lucre. A lawyer 
touched his shoulder, saying, “My good 
fellow, do you know you are heir to an 
annual income of $50,000?” “Do you 
mean it?” asked the sweeper. “I do. I! 
have just received the information, and’ 
I am sure you are the man.” That man | 
walked away, and as he went he left his; 
broom!—Sent by James D. Lytle, Mon- | 
mouth, Ill. Aiea 


Measuring God’ Mercy.—/ am no) 
longer worthy (¥v. 19). Mark Guy) 
Pearse tells us that we should measure | 
our mercies by the foot rule of our 
geen by B. Hooey, Toronto,’ 

an, | 


Earthly and Heavenly Fatherhood 
Contrasted.—Kissed him (v. 20). Not 
kicked him, as old John Trapp says many 
fathers would have done. Not killed 
him, as a Chinese father actually did, 
according to a story told by the Rev. 
T. R. Stevenson, of Shanghai. He says 
a wealthy merchant of Canton had two 
sons, the elder a dissipated youth, who 
companied with thieves and gamblers, 
and was driven from home after wast- 
ing his share of the patrimony. Re- 
duced to beggary, he joined a band of 
robbers, who entered his father’s house 
and stole his chest of money. His crime 
was discovered, and the father sent a 
trusty to tell him that on the promise of 
a better life he would be forgiven, and ~ 
might return. The. servant found him 
again in penury, and advised bim_that 
the time to reform was now or never. | 
He relented and went to his father's 
house, and was received with every mark 
of joy, even a banquet being prepared to 
celebrate the reconciliation, but, the dish 
set before him was poisoned, and that 
night he died in agony. Nothing was 
done to call the father to account, as in 
Chinese law the son is the father’s chat- 
tel to do with him as he will. To such 
ouf missionaries are teaching the truth 
of Luke 15.—Sent by James D. Lytle, 
Monmouth, Til, (1) 
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Are You Begging for Ten Cents?— 
This my son .. . was lost, and is found 
(v. 24). In one of Dr. J. Wilbur Chap- 
man’s meetings, a man gave the follow- 
ing remarkable testimony. “I got off 
at the Pennsylvania depot one day as a 
tramp, and for a year I begged on the 
streets for a living. One day I touched 
a man on the shoulder and said, ‘Mister, 
please give me a dime.’ As soon as I 
saw his face I recognized my old father. , 
‘Father, don’t you know me?’ I asked. 
Throwing his arms around me he cried, 
‘I have found you, I have found you, all 
I have is yours.’ Men, think of it, that 
I, a.tramp, stood begging my father for 
ten cents, when for eighteen years he had 
been looking for me, to give me all he 
was worth.”—From the Expositor. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, Sandy Creek, N. Y., and 
J. B. James, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration, (2) oF 


If Things Quiet Down.—They began 
to be merry (v. 24). The following story 
was related at a revival meeting in Glas- 
gow. An evangelist who was conducting 
a series of meetings in the North of 
Scotland, one night, when going home, 
was accosted by a man, who sneeringly 
said, “Mr. C—; you are creating a great 
deal of stir and commotion in this vil- 
lage. But will it last?” “Well,” said the 
evangelist, “some time ago I was pass- 
ing a certain house. There was a great 
deal of joy, gladness, and excitement in 
that house, because a son had been born 
into the family. A few months later I 
was passing the same house again, but 
there was no particular enthusiasm, 
everything had quieted down. But the 
boy,” added he, “was there all the same.” 
—From the Christian Herald, Sent by 
the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Befere the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for thy never failing 
love. We thank thee that thou dost seek 
us when we have no thought of seeking thee. 
We thank thee, too, that when our hearts 
are turned toward thee thou dost meet us 
long before we come to the old place of fel- 
lowship and sonship, if we have departed 
from thee in our wilfulness and perversity. 
Teach us, we pray thee, how helpless we are, 
hopeless, without thyself. May we not be 
deceived by the false and hollow delights of 
the world, but may we find our joy in thy 
house, in thy fellowship, and in the service 
of thy dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in 
whose name we pray, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a great thing 
for every one of us that our Heavenly 
Father does not measure us by our 
worth, but by the worth of his dear Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Most of us know 
very well that if we really received from 
God what we deserve by any human 
standard, we should have a pretty hard 
time of it, especially when we remember 
what a dreadful thing sin is in any form, 
It is according to his wonderful love 
that we are measured, and it is in the 
very heart of love of our Heavenly 
Father that we are kept and brought 
back from our wanderings. ~The same 
Heavenly Father, who so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, loves 
you med me, and is just as ready to-day 
as ever to draw back to himself those 
who have wandered aWay. How often 
and how sincerely we might sing with 
the psalmist, “He. hath not dealt with us 
after our sins, nog rewarded us accord- 
ing to our iniquities”! Is there any one 
in this room to-day who has turned away 
from Ged lately, or who has never really 
entered into his fellowship a the 
salvation that is offered in Jesus Christ? 
Do not delay another moment to turn 
back to the Father! He will meet you 
before you reach the home doorstep, and 
you will find in him the joy and blessing 
of which you may never have had any 
realization. Are you troubled by any sin 
for which you are sorry to-day? Then 
just take it all to him, lay it at his feet, 
and see what a welcome he will give 
you! There is no time to delay; now 
is the accepted time. Let us bow our 
heads in prayer, and if any ore of us 
here has not yet given himself to God, 
and has not accepted Jesus Christ as 
his Saviour, while our heads are bowed 
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Jet it be done in silence and in all .sin- 
cerity.- Let us pray.. : 
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: A WANDERING SON 
WAITING FATHER . 


|. WHY NOT COME? 











w 
Lesson: Hymns and Psalms 


“O Love that wilt not let me go.” 
“My Father watches over me.” 
“Heavenly. Father, send Thy blessing.” 
“God is love; His mercy. brightens.” 
“The prodigal son.” 

“The hem of his garment.” 

“Christ receiveth sinful men.” 

“Jesus, I come.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in _par- 
éntheses, refer to.the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of| 
Scripture, “Bible Songs-No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“His Constant Care” (296 : 1-3). 

Psalm 145 : 8-21. 
“His Love is Like a Father's” (212: 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 8-18. 
“So Will I Comfort You” (244 : 1-3). 

Psalm 11g : 65-72. 
“As White as Snow” (317 : 1, 2). 

Isaiah 1 : 16-19. 

“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3 : 16. 





‘Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Nuthor of ‘ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories “ 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


NTRODUCTION—In- many news- 

- papers a things are advertised 
as Lost and Found. In the’ fifteenth 
“chapter of Luke in the Bible there are 
stories about three things which were 
lost. and found. Jesus told these stories 
to both rich and poor people who gath- 
ered to. listen to him. - 


Lesson Teaching.— The Heavenly 
Father loves all of his children. 


Three Stories-—-A shepherd shad a 
hundred sheep, which he led to green 
pastures during the day. Before dark 
he brought them back to the fold. With 
his rod he kept them from crowding 
through the door because he wanted to 
count them.as they passed. _He counted 
only ninety-nine. The missing one must 
have strayed or slipped from the path. 
Its wool might have catight in the bushes 
and held it there, 

It would soon be dark, so the shepherd 


-to hunt for that lost sheep until he 
should find it! He was so glad when 
he found that tired, frightened sheep 
that he lifted it gently and carried it 
home. on his shoulders, rejoicing. Then 
he called his friends and neighbors and 
said, Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep which was lost. The people 
loved that story. When Jesus finished 
it he said, There is greater jay in heaven 
avhen a lost sinner is found and brought 
back. (Repeat, The Lord is my shepherd, 
and God is Love.) Sing 4 
“We ay the lambs of Christ’s fléck, we are 
told, 
Each one a treasure more precious than 
gold; : 
Though we are many, he loves all the same, 
Tenderly calling each one by his name. 


““Gladly, we'll follow our shepherd so dear, 
Listening ever his kind voice to hear, 
And from his fold may our feet never 


stray — 
Keep us and guide us, dear Shepherd, we 
pray.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., 


Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


The people wanted another story, so 
 araoe told about the woman and her 

room, In that country the women love 
to wear coins of money made into brace- 
a headbands, and necklaces, like jéw- 
elry. 

A woman had a string of ten silver 
coins, as precious to her as a wedding 
ring nowadays. In some way she lost one 
precious piece. She felt sure that it must 
be in the house, so she lighted a candle, 
took her broom,-.and swept carefully 
in every corner, and hunted until she 
found it. Then she called her friends 
and neighbors and said, Rejoice with me, 
for I have found the piece which was 
lost. When Jesus finished that story he 
said, I tell you there is greater joy 
among the angels in heaven when a lost 
sinner is found ard brought back to God. 

The people were not satisfied, so Jesus 
told another story: A man had two sons. 
The younger grew restless and wanted 
to see the world, so he said, Father, di- 
vide your monty and give me my portion. 
The father did so. Very soon this 
younger son packed his things,-left home, 
and journeyed toa far country: He 
found friends who gladly helped him to 
spend his money in wasteful ways until 
it was gone. 

A famine came. The young man had 
neither money nor ‘food. The only work 
that he could find was to. feed pigs. He 
was so hungry that he would gladly 
have eaten the husks that. the pigs ate. 
He thought about home, and said to 
himself, My father’s hired servants have 
enough and to spare. I will arise and 
go to my father, and ask him to let-me 
be one of his servants. 

The father must have been watching 
and praying for his return. He saw him 
a long way off and knew him. He ran 
to meet his boy with hugs and kisses. 
The boy started to say, Father. I have 
sinned against heaven and in thy sight 
and am not worthy to be called, thy son; 
but he -had no chance to ask to be a 
servant, for his father called his. serv- 
ants and said, Bring the best robe, some 
shoes, and a ring for my boy. Then he 
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ordered a feast to be prepared with a 


closed the door to the fold and started | 
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merry, for thy sofl was dead and is alive! (1) That foolish, helpless, lost little 


again; he was lost and is found. Sc-- 
on began to be merry. 
heft Jesus finished that story the 
people understood that he told it to 
prove that the Heavenly Father loves 
ail of his children because God is Love. 
The first story told about one sheep 
out of a hundred which was lost and 
found. The second story told about one 
of ten pieces of silver, which was lost 
and found; the third story told about 
one of two sons who was lost and found. 
Which one do you like best—a shep- 
herd’s love for his lost sheep, a woman’s 
love for her. lost coin, or the Father’s 
lovesfor his lost son? 


Peoria, It. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Jesus’ three pictures of God’s love for 
sinners: 
1. The Sinner. 
2. The Father. 


3. The Sinner, the Father, and the 
“Elder Brother.” 











E WAS a big, blue-eyed, impulsively 

generous, careless fellow, athletic, 
rather than scholarly, everybody's fav- 
orite, but somewhat of an anxiety to us 
who loved him best because his very 
lovableness was his weakness. He did 
not usually make top grades in any of 
his studies, much less on any kind of 
memorizing “stunt,” but the month the 
class memorized the fifteenth chapter of 
Luke he not only got the words per- 
fectly, but of all-in the class he recited 
them with most understanding and ap- 
preciation. It was a joy to hear his boy-_ 
ish ‘voice linger over the tender phrases 
about that lost son.and the loving father’s ' 
joy over his. return—and oh, how we 
hoped the heart of the story ‘had reached 
his heart! 

It had; for one Monday morning the 
other boys and girls brought word that 
“Dick joined. the church yesterday 
— you ought to have seen him!” When 
the quiet moment came for the personal 
word and I added, “What made you do it, 
Richard — what helped you most?” there 
was only a mute look straight from his 
heart into mine, and the tears in his hon- 
est eyes told me he could not answer in 
words. Then I asked, with a loving 
hand on his shoulder, “Was it that stor 
of the lost boy and the Father’s love?” 


and quick as thought his answer came, 


“That did it—that got me!” and with 
a smile like sunshine he was off to the 
ball field with the other boys. And that 
same sense of the Father’s love has 
“got” him still, now that he is through 
school, for he still carries the honest blue 
eyes and radiant smile of a clean heart 
into young manhood. 

That same sweet old story will “get” 
our dear girls to-day, if we clear the 
way for it, and our best way is to help 
them memorize it, as my boy did, ‘for 
only so can the supremely. beautiful 
words have full access to the heart. -Try 
it yourself, and encourage your girls to 
try. It is not half so hard as it is long, 
and the words are so natural they. sti 
almost’ of themselves. No better result | 
of our .norning’s teaching could come to 
our girls than a life-time possession of | 
this, the climax chapter atmong the’ 
stories of Luke’s “most beautiful book! 
in the world.” Only his resurrection 
chapter surpasses it in perfection of lit- 
erary beauty and spiritual heights. It 
fairly thrills the “listening heart” ! 

But perhaps we can aid the memoriz- 
ing by pointing out some of,the differ- 
ent phases of truth in each one of the 
three picture-stories. And first of all 
note to whom they were first told and 
for what purpose. Verses 1 and 2 an- 
swer those questions clearly — they were 
told to the carping Pharisees and scribes, 
in answer to their repeated complaint 
that Jesus was actually the friend and 
companion of sinners These verses 
really complete the otherwise unfinished 
stéry of that critical elder brother, for 
it was he to whom Jesus was talking, 
he whom Jesus was seeking to win, as he 





fatted calf, and said, Let us eat and. be 





pictured : 


sep whom: the |e shepherd sought 

«« such cost to himself till he found 
him and brought him safe home amid 
the joy of ail concerned. (2) The 
father’s patient, persistent, pursuing 
search — responsible (but not blamable) 
for the lost precious thing, refusing to 
‘be baffled till he had found his treasure, 
and with what a rejoicing in his own 
gteat heart of love (3) The selfish, 
restless, roving boy, leaving home with 
its law of love for “life” with no law 
but pleasure, losing all in this self-seek- 
ing — all but the memory of the father’s 
love, returning to ask a little place in 
that love, only to find a longing, waiting 
father whose love knew no limits, but 
an elder brother so centered in self he 
felt oy jealousy at such misplaced joy! 

Which of these two sons, think you, 
hurt the father’s heart more? ~Was he 
not equally tovipg towards both? 
Neither deserved his love, but only one 
would arcs it, freely offered to both 
as it was. Have you thought how those 
hard, cfitical “elder brothers” among the 
Pharisees must have hurt the lovin 
heart of Jesus, as they not only refuse 
to rejoice with him over the returnin 
sinners, but also refused to “go in” an 
accept the love and abundance that was 
ever theirs? 

_No words of ours can add to these 
pictures, no girl can fail to understand 
them, if she will listen, but these won- 
pag lines of Faber’s may help her to 

o that: 


“It is God: His love looks mighty, 
But is mightier than it seems. 

‘Tis our Father and His fondness 
Goes far out beyond,our dreams. 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the widesess of the .sea; 

There’s a kindness in His justice, 

+ Which is more than liberty. 

“For the love of God is broader 
Than the measure of man’s mind, 

And the heart of the. Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

But. we make His. lave too narrow 
By false limits of our Own, 

And we magnify His strictness 
With a zeal He will not own.” 


Home Study 
Memorize at least verses 11-24, ‘and 
ray the Father to “make” you what his 
ove has planned for you. (See verse 19.) 


Decatur, GA. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boy’s Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Modern Prodigal. 
Discussion: What was the beginning 

of the younger son’s trouble? How 


can that be avoided? Are “‘wild oats” 
necessary? 


Objective: To know the Father. 











-AY, fellows, this story came to me 

the other day: 

A. farmer sent his son to town with 
a load of cotton to sell. He was to de- 

it the money in the bank on his 
ather’s account, except a certain sum 
to be used for the purchase of supplies 
to- bring back home: This was a fine 

oung ‘fellow with a strong body and a 

een mind. -But he wasn’t satisfied with 
farm life; it was slow and uneventful, 
compared to the city. Things happened 
fast in the city, and that was attractive. 
He -wished that he had some money of 
his own, to be independent and_ live 
where things were more to his liking. 
These thoughts filled his mind as he rode 
along toward town on top of the five 
bales of cotton; but with a sigh he dis- 
missed them, because he saw no way to 
get the money.. Being an honest boy at 

eart, it did not occur to him once to’ 
abuse his father’s trust in the matter of 
the cotton money. 

The cotton brought a good price —a 
little above $625. On his way to the 
bank the farmer’s son met an acquaint- 
ance who introduced him to an older 
man, Then the acquaintance drew him 
aside and softly told him he knew of a 
rare chance for a fellow to double his 
money quickly if he had some ready cash. 
Of course these, crooks knew of the cot- 
ton money, but all unsuspecting he con- 
sented to go with them and investigate 
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Lesson for January 21 
Luke 15 te 

the proposition. He -was soon 
game. | he looked 2 rae cure 
jie ust as represen which mean 
that he wauld soon have a considerable 
amount of money—all his own, _ 

It was the same old story which has 
so often been enacted. The boy won th 
first small stakes. This * his 
opinion, and then he plunged. ~He would 
make a big clean-up and get home. Two 

ollars on the table, his first big 
stake, was swept away by the next play. 
His acquaintance, who seemed to be hel 
ing him, advised him to double the stake 
and win all back with something yet to 
ood —then quit. This he did— 
and lost. The cards were stacked against 
him, but he didn’t know it. The boy 
was desperate; he could not return home 
without supplies, and the bank book 
would to show the deposit. 
There ay Ri be chance. It see his a 
t@ win, 1 anyth to play with, 
so he risked ail. He sold the mules and 
wagon and harness, and returned to the 
fame, bent yo Pag Bagged Soa terrific 
osses. But this, too, went like the rest. 

The situation was tragic. He had 
come in town that morning with over a 
thousand dollars’ worth of his father’s 
property committed to him in trust. He 
now stood in a dark passage way on a 
side street without a penny to: show for 
it. To go back home and face his 
father’s wrath was unthinkable. To re- 
main in the city would only postpone 
the inevitable. In an hour he was rid- 
ing the rods on an outward bound 
freight, in full flight from an outraged 
parent. 

That night, by bedtime, the folks at 
home had grown anxious over the boy’s 
failure to return. It was feared he had 
met foul play. At midnight the father 
started to town. By early morning, with 
the help of “a detective from the police 
department, a | yy idea of the events 
of the day before had been worked out 
and the boy traced to the freight yards. 
Father and detective took an early train 
for the big city, two hundred miles dis- 
tant.. There the oom two days search- 
ing and’ found the boy’s trail; but it was 
only a trail; for the terror-stricken lad; 


with that keen wit of the hunted, hadt 


learned of his father’s presence and had 
escaped again. With clever skill the de- 
tective worked, and four days later the 
pumeers were in another city several 
undred miles. farther on. There they 
succeeded in petting within one hour of 
the fugitive, but again he eluded them. 
Thus the chase continued nearly across 
the continent. From place to place the 
boy fled, sleeping in out of the way 


ing in box cars or on the rods, trudging 
the road with sometimes a friendly lift, but 
always flying in terror of that. outraged 
father. Ever as a specter of retribution 
his face would come before the fugitive. 

Finally, in a port city, weak and ex- 
hausted, unable to keep the pace, he 
started to the wharves to end it all in 
the murky water around the piers; but 
there he was balked by the presence of 
workmen. The father and detective 
were: very close upon him, closer than 
at 4 previous time in the chase; in 
fact, he had seen them only a few mo- 
ments before, but had evaded them and 
Started for the river. Darting under a 
pier, he worked his way through the 
mud, away back, up under, where it was 
dark. As far as he could push his weak, 
dirty, bedraggled body he wedged him- 
self in between the mudsills and the 
floor, from whence with terror-stricken, 
hunted eyes he watched the“ flashlight 
slowly approach, fellowing his tracks in 
the mud. 

To think of looking his father in the 
face was agony; if.he had had a gun he 
would have turned it himself to 
avoid it, but now he could only tremble 
and wait. _ Soon. the light fell ‘upon’a 
poor, cringing fotm; and there was the 
boy’s father looking at him, not in wrath, 
but with an expression of sorrow and 
pity and love which was as tender as 
a woman’s. And holding out his arms, 
he said: “Son, my poor boy, don’t think 
I am seeking to punish you; don’t think 
any more of the cotton, nor of the money, 
nor of the wagon and team; dismiss all 
that from your mind, for I don’t want 
them; I only want you—you, my boy. 





My heart has been breaking because I 
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| feared you would be lost} and because 


a poor es poe mother’s heart back 
home is breaking—Oh, come out of 
there, boy! come here to your father, 
and let’s go back home!” 

-In_ another moment a. grime-stained 
hand was clasped.in the father’s and an 
unkempt head bowed low underneath the 
gentle pressure of love, while two men’s 








forms — an older and a younger — quiv- 
—s ee the joy of a perfected under- 


stan ing. ‘ 

Oh, fellows, never let anything per- 
suade you .to trifle with a love like that 
~ for now abideth father’s love and 
mother’s love and God’s love —these 
three ; but the greatest of these is God’s. 

Greensporo, N, C, 














Nuggets for Your Temperance Teaching 
Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard "sty Sereazz ohne, Se" 





























Keeping Potential P at Home. 
—In the pre-prohibition days, students 
of wayward or delinquent young people 
found, in a very large number of cases, 
that parental drinking caused conditions 
leading to the straying of youth — in one 
case in three in a thousand delinquents 
studiag by Healy. Disorder, quarreling 
and bickering in the home incited young 

ople to leave it as early as possible and 
in the associat'ons of the streets, or 
worse, many of them drifted into disor- 
der or offenses against society. A study 
of public records in Massachusetts has 
shown improvement -under prohibition 
at almost every point where children and 
youth are concerned — fewer arrests of 
minors for drunkenness, fewer arrests. of 
children under fifteen Fag of age in 
Boston; fewer neglected, wayward, and 
delinquent children, better attendance at 
school, better clothing, better physical, 
mental, and moral care—all these are 
found as the result of sober. parents, a 
better sense of parental responsibility, 
more comforts in happier homes, 


Breweries Made Prodigals.—When a 
number of Chicago residents met after 
the great fire to consider rebuilding, 
one of them who had owned a large 
brewery declared that he would never 
build another, because, as quoted by Anna 
Adams Gordon in her presidential ad- 
dress at the Philadélphia National 
C. T. U. Convéntion, November 17, 
1922, it was a business that demoralized 
both maSter and man. He had found 
it impossible to keep sober men on his 
premises. It was a manufactory of 
drunkards in constant operation ; and the 
curse began in the brewery itself, where 
every man was a beer-barrel in the morn- 
ing and a barrel of beer at night. He 
would have no more of it. e would 
be content"to make less money in some 
other way. 


Their Substance No Longer Wasted. 
—John Jay Abbott, vice-president of the 
Continental and Commercial Trust and 
Savings Bank, Chicago, testifies that since 


the date on which national prohibition 


went into effect the savings deposits of 
his bank have increased approximately 
$10,000,000, “Or thirty percent. There is 
no question but that prohibition has con- 
tributed very substantially to the incfease 
in savings in the United States, and 
therefore has been Of. great economic 
value to the country. Warren G. Hard- 
ing, President of the United States, says: 
“In every community men and women 
have had an opportunity now to know 
what prohibition means, They know 
that debts are more promptly paid, that 
men take home the wages that once were 
wasted in saloons; that families are bet- 
ter clothed and fed. The liquor traffic 
was destructive of much that was most 
precious in American life.” 


Prohibition Returns Prodigals from 
Far-Country Jails.—The far country of 
riotous. living in which drinking : and 
other wasteful practises are followed 
bring many prodigals to jails and prisons, 
It has been the common experience, state 
and national, that when prohibition laws, 
state or national, ended legalized liquor 
selling, jail ‘populations rapidly dé 
creased. “Just fore Alabama went 
ia says John W. Sibley, General Sales 

anager of the Birmingham Clay Prod- 
ucts Company (The Prohibition Question, 
Baltimore, Md.), Birmingham built a 
new jail ata cost of over one hundred 
thousand dollars, on account of thé over- 
crowded condition of the old one. Soon 
after, the decrease in crime was such 
that the old jail could easily accommo- 
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date the demands, and the new one has 
been converted into a reform school.” 


The Duty of the Church to Fight 
Prodigal Makers.—Shortly before the 
last election, the Federal Council of 
Churches in America issued an appeal 
to all Christian people to exert every in- 
fluence to secure the enforcement of pre- 
hibition and to prevent its nullification. 
The appeal contained the statement that 
“the public announcement of the pro- 
gram of the forces opposed to prohibi- 
tion is a direct challenge to the churches 
and the friends of orderly government. 
They demand the repeal of the national 
prohibition act and the restoration of 
the manufacture and sale of beer and 
wine, in the face of the fact that both 
are intoxicating and therefore can not 
be- legalized without first changing the 
Constitution. Furthermore, the sale of 
beer and wine would require some 
agency for distribution, and so would 
lead inevitably to the return of the 
outlawed saloon with all its attendant 
evils. 

“Even more serious than the open 
campaign against prohibition are the sin- 
ister influences constantly at work to 
prevent the honest enforcement of the 
existing law. To obey or disregard any 
law enacted by the properly accredited 
representatives of- the sti, is to aid 
the cause of anarchy and to undermine 
the foundation on which all democratic 
institutions rest. ... . Since the foes. of 
prohibition are now united to defeat the 
Constitution, it is high time for the 
Christian forces of our country also to 
unite and to be as consistent at the bal- 
lot box in their support of the Consti- 
tution as: its enemies are in attempting 
its nullification.” 


Drink and Hospitals.—In a series of 
seventy-six cases of acute lobar pneu- 
monia observed and reported by Dr.. P. 
Gandby,. late medical registrar of the 
London Temperance Hospital, the num- 
ber of deaths among the thirty-eight non- 
abstainers was proportionately greater 
than among the same number of ab- 
stainers. Relapse was also found to be 
more -frequent, and the disease ran a 
much more severe course. The tempera- 
ture reached a greater height . . . show- 
ing that the resistance of the tissues to 
the infection was poor. Dilatation of 
the heart was more frequent and occur- 
red earlier. In several cases there was 
a tendency to complication. In those 
cases which recovered, the convalescence 
was slow, there were irregular rises of 
temperature during convalescence, and 
the heart remained irritable in re- 
sponse to effort. One cannot help ~be- 
ing convinced from these observations, 
concludes Dr. Gandby, that there must be 
a subtratum of truth in the oft-repeated 
statement that habitual indulgence in al- 
cohol is demoralizing to the system and 
tends to lower the normal power of re- 
sistance of the tissue to poisons derived 
from germs. 


Beer and Wine “Sousing.”—An at- 
tempt is being made to have traffic in 
beer and wine legalized on the assertion 
that they do not .cause intoxication. .In 
a new book, “After Two Years,” by 
Philip W. Wilson (London, 1922), 
is a quotatioa from a statement by W. 
Randolph Hearst (newspapers, June 30, 
1921) containing these-words: 

“Our friend, Cyrus Fielding, says~that 
in Germany and E rance where they have 
no prohibition, drunkenness is exceed- 
ingly rare. This is unfortunately not 
the fact. In both of these countries 
exceedingly frequeiit. 
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These countriés have not brandy- 
drunkenness, but a very general dull beer 
or wine souse, to use a popular en 2 
L have seen on festivals whole rman 
towns drunk on beer and wine, At least 
there were so many so dully intoxicated 
that it seemed as if the whole town 
were soused — steeped in beer. 

“Everybody knows that before the 
war the universities and authorities in 
Germany were making crusades against 
excessive drinking, and publishing all 
kinds of charts and_ statistics showing 
how this dull beer drunkenness inter- 
fered with efficiency of thought and 
labor. The German authorities and the 
German universities ought to know 
something about conditions in their own 
country.” 


If They Ask for Beer and Wine, 
— Beer and wine do not prevent drunk- 
enness. Spirits were not known in west- 
ern Europe till after A. D.. 1000, yet his- 
tory and literature before that time are 
full of accounts of drunkenness, 


Beer and wine contam the same alco- 
hol as spirits and are drunk in larger 
quantities. A third of a tumbler of light 
wine or two-thirds of a glass of beer 
contain as much alcohol as a tablespoon- 
ful of whisky. 


More than ninety percent of the 
liquors formerly consumed in the United 
States were in the form of beer and 
wine. Bring these back, and you bring 
back the bulk of the former liquor trade. 


Beer and wine are the drinks with 
which young drinkers begin. Few be- 
gin the drink habit with spirits. The 
legal sale of beer and wine would start a 
new generation of drinkers. 


Beer and wine shorten life, Life in- 
surance statistics show that even mod- 
erate beer drinkers have a shorter life 
expectancy than the average insured per- 
son. To put beer in the way of the 
young man who wants to protect his 
family is to subject him and them to the 
possibility of not getting life insurance 
of wee or of having life prematurely cut 
off.. 


Every experiment with permitting the 
sale of beer and wine has failed.to give 
satisfactory results in checking the drink 
evil. Massachusetts tried it fifty years 
ago. Iowa tried it before that. Georgia 
tried it more recently.” In every case the 
evils. of drink increased or failed to be 
checked, and the sale of beer made diffi- 
oat the enforcement of other anti-liquor 
aws, 


ve 
A Daily Bible Reading Plan 


RE you oné who wishes to read the 

Bible through easily but compre- 
hensively in 1923? 
to follow the plan arranged by Miss 
Etta Konitzky. 

The whole Bible may be covered in 
either one year or two years, depending 
upon the plan chosen. tf selections for 
both morning and evening readings are 
followed, the Bible may be completed in 
one year. If the reader wishes to take 
two years, the morning readings may 
be used the first year and the evening 
readings for the second. The sections 
assigned for morning reading follow the 
books of the Old Testament consecu- 
tively, omitting Psalms and Proverbs. 
The evehing readings take up Psalms 
and Proverbs, foilowed by the books of 
the New Testament in order. Another 
outline provides daily readings for com- 
pleting the entire New Testament only 
in a single year. 

The leaflets and cards containing the 
readings miay be secured by sending a 
two. cent stamp to Miss Etta Konitzky, 
4316 Bellvieu Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


It is strong testimony to the perma- 
nent work of Ira Sankey that his 
book, “My Life and the Story a the 
Gospel Hymns” “(The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, $2), should be 
in such steady demand. You can make 
the singing cr Sheen famous hymns twice 
as effective in your church and Swnday- 
school by telling some of the inspiring 
r secig Mr. Sankey himself told. about 
them. 


Then you may wish’ 
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When the Baby Laughs— 


POU are being advertised to. When the sun 

shines, when the flowers bloom, when 

dinner sends out its inviting aroma—when any 
one of a thousand things happens to attract you 
attention, you are being advertised to. 


The purpose of any advertisement is to attract. 
your. attention and arouse your desire; to tell 
you what is new and good; to guide you to 
something you ought to have; to make you 
happier and more comfortable; to save you 
money and make life easier for you. 


So, read advertisements. They will give you 
the latest ideas and improvements. They will 
help you live better and dress better at less cost. 


You'll be surprised at the world of interest and 
the wealth of new ideas that you'll findin read- 
ing the advertisements in this publication. 


Advertisements are daily records of progress. 
They are the reports to you of manufacturers 
who work for you, telling what has been accom- 
plished for your benefit. Take advantage of them 








Don’t let an issue leave your hands without 
reading the advertisements. 
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To help the Juniors start the year right 


Bible Alphabets and Memory Work 


Compiled by Alan S. Pearce 








HAYE you felt the need for definite Bible memory work in the various departments of the | 
This low-priced booklet, in conveni- | 


Sunday-school and enpeetatty among the Juniors? 


ent form to fit the pocket, has just been prepared to meet that need. 


Most of the material is attractively arranged in the form of alphabetic drills, the first text 
beginning with the letter A, the next with B, and so on, thus making it easier to remember the 
texts in sequence, Included are drills on the books of the Bible, Bible characters, places, promises 
and praises, and Missionary and Second Coming Alphabets. There are also drills for each month 
of the year, questions and reviews on the Gospel of John, acrostics, Bible Arithmetic, and a 
suggested Junior devotional program. Some of the drills are extended and difficult, while 
ethers are brief and easy, so that the booklet is suitable for various grades. The work is really 
adapted to all ages, ahd may profitably be used in the home, in Bible classes or prayer meet- 
ings in summer Bible schools or Christian day schools, and as a superintendent's platform 

1 or in individual class work in the Sunday-school. 


Only 25 cents, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 











Is the Day of Miracles Past ? 


Here are 18 stirring/missionary chapters that testify emphatically ‘‘ No !” 


Answered or Unanswered ? 


By LOUISA-VAUGHAN 
A book that will cheer every Christian worker 


‘Please send four copies, 


I ordered a copy, which is fine, and I want the 
extra copies to loan. 


I wish every Christiay had it.” 


_.‘* Please send twenty copies, which I want to serd to missionaries. I only 
wish that every missionary might have a copy of this inspiring book.” 


‘It has stirtfed me to the depths, and I am sure God sent it as a direct mes- 
sage to me.” 


**I count it a blessing and a ministry to give this book to others.” 


Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1, postpaid 


Tne Sunpay Scuoo. Times Company, - - 





The Young People’s ) 
Prayer-Meeting 








' January 2. What Are the Rightful Claims 
f of the Church upon Us? eb. 10 : 19-25. 
i (Beginning Christian Endeavor Week.) 
February 4. What is the Chief Value of a 
Christian Endeavor Seciety? 1 Tim.°6 : 11- 
| 6 (Christian Endeavor Day. Decision 
} y. ‘ 
February 11. Lessons from the Psalms. 2. 
r e¢ Testimony Psalm. Psa. 14§ : 1-a1. 
(Consecration meeting.) 
February 18. $50,000 for Improving Our. Com- 
munity: How Should We Spend it? Gen. 
4:9. 


Evangelistic Missions at Home and 
Abroad 


€Luke 24 : 45-53) 


Mon.—The First Home Missionary A@fark 7: 
24-30). “God had an only Son,” runs 
the motto we have all seen, “and He was 
a missionary.” 

Tues.—Everybody a Missionary (Acts 8: 1- 
8). “Go ye, go ye,” applies to us all; the 
early church grew because every Chris- 
tian told his friends about the Saviour. 


~ Wed.—Joys of Missionaries (Luke 10 : 17-22). | 


There is no joy like the joy ef seeing souls 
born again. It was thus ti.at our Lord, 


“for the joy that was set before him, en- | 


dured the cross.” 

Thurs.—Visions of Man’s Need (Acts 16 :9- 
1s). Were we to see a man in danger of 
drowning we would help him at once, Yet 


our friends round about us are facing a. 


more terrible fate — the second death. And 
do we who have Christ make an effort to 
tell them? P ° 

Fri—New Fields (2 Cor. 10: 13-18). Every 
unsaved neighbor or friend is a “new field.” 
Every crowded street corner is a “new 
field.” And every Christian should preach 
Christ in new fields, old fields, and all 
fields. 

Sat.—Missionary Zeal (2 Cor. 2 : 12-17). Only 
the deep conviction that out of Christ men 
are dead to God and that in him men are 
dead to sin will make a real missionary. 


| W HEN the apostle Paul set his face 


westward, and crossed into Europe, 
hardty any one dreamed what the result 
would be. The willingness of this one 
man to be used of God as the mission- 
ary to the West meant that ‘in the course 
of a few centuries the Roman Empire 
was transformed, and millions came to 
the knowledge and acceptance of eter- 


Sunday, January 21 ‘ 


“JANUARY 6, 1923 


God and dead to sin. (2) Pray. (3) Give 
of what God has given you. (4) Send 
out Young People’s Gospel Teamis to 
tell the story wherever they-can. 

What good has Gospel-preaching 
done abroad?—It has opened nations to 
the light of God, overthrown the abuses 
of centuries, brought cleanliness and 
health. But.more than all it has carried 
4 Christ to millions who.will some day be 
gathered around the throne of all grace. 





| be worth while, it needs the nonin up- 
| lifting influence of the Church. Evan- 
gelism will plant a Church. 


PHILADELPHIA. ‘6 
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GIST OF LESSONS 1923 FREE 


To any superintendent sending us a list of 12 
or more S. 5. teachers we will send an_intro- 
ductory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lesson 
1923. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 


WEYMOUTH’S MODERN SPEECH TESTAMENT 


THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION 
Circular on Request 














nal life. 

When J. Hudson Taylor set off for | 
China without backing by men, his great 
asset an unbounded faith in God’s pro-| 
viding Grace, there began such a series | 
of wonderful answers to prayer as has! 
never been surpassed in the history of 
the Church. The present fruit of his 
labors is the China Inland. Mission, which | 
has over a thousand missionaries on its | 
staff. What else his work will mean) 
only eternity can ever tell. 

But many heroes of the faith of the 
cross are unknown. Thousands of them | 
toil fot the sake of his name year in|} 
and year out. And why? Because they 
know that his Word shall not return 
unto him void. Because; whether they 
be working in the homeland or abroad, 
they live supernatural lives, which they 
would nof exchange, for any other. The 
greatest joy one-can have is to bring 
another to the foot of the cross: 

We talk so much about “following 
Christ,” and yet.we forget so soon that 
he spent his whole time telling the Good 
News. We say so often that the Church 
must be stronger, but we let slip the re- 
membrance that the Church is only 
strong as it gives of its very self: a mis- 
sionary Church. And we speak so often 
about the needs of the field and the need 
of the Church for the -outpouring of 
strong life, but we a ag so soon that 
if we do not go-out to'do his work, per- 
haps no one will. 

“Shall we whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high; 
Shall we to men’ benighted 

The Lamp of Life deny? 
Salvation, O salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim 
Till earth’s remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah’s tame!” 


How can my church help home evan- 





1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA 
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PEE EM Ee peg ue 
Read the Bible Through in 1923. S22¢,,1°, sents 


KonITzky, 4316 Bellvieu Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


Che Sunday. Schoo! Fines 


‘Philadelphia, January 6, 1923 


- Subscription Rates 
_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 











| able in advance, for either old or new 


subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, éither 
° to separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2.00 One copy, or any.number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 


per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
vérsal Postal Union at’ the above rates plus 
go-cents each for foreigh postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please ‘be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the ‘change .to. be made. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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Burlington Watch Company 
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You can be quickly cured, if you 














Girls! Girls! 
Save Your Hair 
With Cuticura 
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| Children at Home | 





The Uneducated Orange 
A Toggles Story 
By Frederick Hall 


“Rut I don’t want to go to school.” 


Mother was Gg ig grandpa 
was surprised —though he said nothing 
—I would have been surprised if I had 
been there, for as a rule Toggles took 
his school quite as.a matter of course. 
He did not perhaps enjoy it, as he en- 
joyed playing ball, or helping grandpa 
out in the workshop; or hunting birds’ 
nests — not of course that Toggles ever 
took birds’ nests: the farm was a City 
of Refuge for the birds — but he hunted 
nests so that he might know the better 
how to protect them from their enemies. 
That was a part of his business as City 
Marshal, 

“Why don’t you want to go to school?” 
his mother asked. 

“Well —I don’t. feel very well.” 

“You ate a good breakfast.” 

Grandpa knew too that since breakfast 
he had coat racing about the yard and 
had climbed the. windmill; as high as 
grandpa would let him, but grandpa said 
nothing. 

“And the teacher is cross,” 
went on. 

“T did not know Miss Morris was ever 
cross.” 

“Well, she was yesterday.” 

Grandpa knew why she had been cross, 
for he had heard Toggles and Johnny 
talking about it, but grandpa said noth- 
ing —and it has nothing to do with this 
story.. Toggles and mother talked on 
a while, and then Toggles started for 
school with his books and dinner pail, 
but “not as happy as usual, and still 
grandpa said nothing, excepting of 
course, “Good bye.” But that afternoon 
when Toggles raced into the yard, just 
home from school and as rosy-cheeked 
and cheerful as one could ask any boy 
to be, grandpa called to him: 

“Would you like an orange ” 

Now apples, pears, and grapes grew 
on the farm, and Toggles always had all 
he wanted, but. all the oranges he ever 
saw came from the store and cost money 
and in his whole life, it seemed to him, 
he never yet had eaten all of the oranges 
he would like to, 

“I found some big ones this after- 
noon,” grandpa went on, “and I made up 
2 mind I’d let- you eat all you cared 
or. 

“Thank you!” said Toggles. 

And then grandpa, in his most ordi- 
meen tf went on: 

e’ll just walk over and take a look 
at the tree.” 

“But, grandpa,” gles went on, 

“oranges grow out in 1 California, where 
Uncle Will lives, or down in Florida. 
Oranges dor’t grow on this farm.” 

“Don’t they? ’ inquired grandpa. 

“Do they?” inquired Toggles. 

et | saw them growing here this -after: 
noon,” 

Grandpa never would say_a thing like 
that unless he knew, and, wondering, 
Toggles followed him out through the 
orchard, where he knew there were no 
orange trees, across the pasture, where 
were no trees at all, and then down the 
lane with its high, séragely hedge rows 
on_either side, and there all at once 
axeneee stooped, held out something and 
said : 

“Flere’s one.” 

- It was a large, heavy, green fruit,.and 
it looked like no orange that Toggles 
ever had seen before. 

>. it good to eat ?” he asked doubt- 


Toggles 


fae" see,” said grandpa. 

He opened his big. jack knife and cut 
the orange open, There was no juice, 
there was no rich pulp; it seemed to be 
almost all skin, with a few seeds and a 
thick, guimmy, white sap that oozed 
Slowly out. 

“One, two, three,” counted gh = , 
Then each touched his tongye to_ his 
half and-then, immediately, each of them 
Spit, though they both knew that spitting 
was’ not-a nice thing. 
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on but it’s bitter!” Toggles ex- 
claim 

“Yes,” agreed grandpa, throwing his 
half away, “I was afraid it would not be 
good, but,” he went on, “you may eat all 
you want to.” 

“T don’t want a my, said Toggles, and 
then he laughed. This evidently was one 
of grandpa’s jokes, though just what 
grandpa meant by it he did not yet see, 

“Grandpa,” he asked, “what kind of 
an orange is it?” 

And grandpa waited a minute, then 
looked straight at Toggles and said sol- 
emnly : 

“It is an orange that never went to 
school.” 

And, while the blood crept up into 
Toggles’ cheeks, for now he understood, 
grandpa went on: 

“It took a great deal of training to 
educate the oranges that come from 
Florida and California. Those oranges 
had to go to country school, and high 
school, then on through college, and then 
do postgraduate work—not that ex- 
actly of course, but something like that: 
and now they show their training. But 
this orange! Nobody ever has trained 
it. Its tree has never been trimmed, 
never been sprayed. It-never has done 
one single thing it did not want to, and 
now just look at it. For twenty years 
it has grown here, and this is the first 
one I ever tried to eat and I’m never 
going to try another. Even the cows 
won't eat them. 

“And, if an orange needs training, 
ways boy, it seems to me —” 

randpa stopped there, and there was 
no need for him to go on. Toggles 
knew quite well just what he meant. 

“Grandpa,” hé said, after a little while, 
“may I take one of them up to show 
mother, and tell her all about it?” 

“Take all you want to,” 

So, when they walked back to the 
house, Toggles carried in each hand a 
latge osage orange. 

Dunoeg, ILL. 


+3 
If you { have much to do with boys, Mr. 
Howard’s new book of sixty “Boy- 


Talks” will prove to be a very great 
help jn what the talks contain, and in 
the way in which they get_at the boy 
heart and boy life. It is issued by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50, a book of 216 pages. 











Exposure—then painful chest | 


cold. Don’t 
reak up the 
congestion and you are relieved 
of your cold. Apply Sloan's. 
Don'trub. It penetrates—strikes 

- right into the sore spot, warms it 
up, starts the blood coming and 
going. This simple, effective 
action banishes the congestion. 
Truly, “The World's Liniment.” 
Sloan's eases backache, neuralgia, sore, 


aching muscles, rheumatic twinges— 
all-the pains of congestion. 


with a tight, clingi: 
let that develop. 











said. grandpa.| 
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MYSTERIOUS 


uuseen health builders, vita- 
mines are essential factors 
in promoting the nutrition 
0. the body This fact adds 
new importance to 


Scott's Emulsion 


© of pure vitamine-bearing cod & 
i liver oil. {t is a food 

tonic that helps 

assure normal growth 
and streagth of 

children and grown 

i peop, Always ask 
tor Scott’s Emulsion { 


Scott & Bewne, Bloomhela N J 
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QUICKLY RELIEVE COUGHING 


Hoarseness, Sore Throat, Colds, Loss of 

Voice, Catarrhal and atic con- 

ditions. Harmless ~ no opiates. Not 

candy but a cough remedy. At druggists. 
JOHN f. BROWN & SON, Boston, 


Mass. 
Page eae om Pel Sear 0. 3m 








Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All ne arranged according to subjects. 
A STUDY BIBLE , 
It is a Bible, Commentary, iyichouery) History, 
Concordance Anal sis, and Subject Index com- 
bined: Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL soc Y 
427 S. Dearborn St, Chicago, 
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PULPITS 


Chairs,'Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,ete 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,P3"* Piece. 
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Bible Reading Helps for the New Year 

Once a Year. "By J. 4. Smeeton. Consecutive 
dail Bible reading Dian arran as a guide to the 
intelligent reading of the a ne each year. 
20 cents ; ozen ; <p ah 

Throug the Bible in ear by tions. A 
practical reading course tor unday sci or private 


study. re ngoneet to ‘agteags alear. 25 cents; 
$2. re a dose 
e 1923 A beag- 


t. 
tifully {ozs Bib and ile Hiuminated t nated booklet  poptainies 
messages by James M. Gra Fitchett. 
.D,, and Howard Banks, ov” a he of AWB. pas- 
ible Alphabet ap ad Memory Work. Ccmplied 
a a jem 

Alan S. Pearce. collection of drills dl use ied 
. home, Sunday schoo departments, superintea- 
l, Bible classes devetioun periods, 

prayer meetings, summer Bible ble schools, and religioas 


ote, as ene. 'S John. W Wed 
our Stu onn eaver dek, 
D.D. A marvelously enriching series of Bible studies, 
iving wonderful unfoldings of the message of the 

ks, until the Bibie has been searched out from 
Genesis to Revelation. Separate chapters for each 

k, marked texts, and marginal notes. Fully io- 
dexed. $1.25. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1032 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


dent’s platfurm.-dri! 





or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well 


In ordering Ss, 


the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Ti 
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Dear Professor Feuchtinger : 


My voice is enconger 

can blag eat & fall tone that stirs my. audi- 
ence. fourth Sunday of the month, I 
pee to. about four hundred people 
u I-had finished 


a is here 
e will be a Beechér! He will be a Taimage! 
e wile a Spurgeon ! And he is only thirty 


T cam preach thiteé: times a day and feel like 


ching four, M 
ing fast, | speak 
the Lord is in every 


— I was asked several. times to 
so and was showered with words 


nearly two 
ce 
done ‘86 much good, 


It was said that comin 


1 was developing into@ great -pr 
did not; that it was just: a 


ue to 


Your 
Sabi 7 
feultivate a voice. 
4 use It 
and meé more con’ 


& valuable > 





Jon’ t y- 
Mail the COUPON at once. 


VOICE 


PERFECT INSTITUTE 
‘(2922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio 4761,'Chicago, Ill. 
Dear Mr. Feuchtinger: Will you please send me a 
copy of your new free book “ En 
understand that this is free and that there is ‘no ob- 
ligation on my part. 


"Speak. 
# REVEREND J. KR: PRIOLEAU 
26 N. Nassau St., Charleston, S: C. 


“While in IMinois among old friends and ac- 
i whom 


C. G. MASON, Jackson, Mich. 
‘Develop Your Voice 


uctor : 
faith in your course for two tea- 
Second, your advertisement came 


4 choir work. 
HEIMER, Sharon, Pa. 
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. T one gf weeks before he passed away, 


| the heavenly world. * It has been real 








Father 


one ef his children wrote to him: 
‘How glad I am.that yours is the old- 
time, undimmed faith. . . . You have 
been living all your life in the light of 


to you. The future has no terrors for 


you.” And now has passed tri- 
um og into the presence of Christ, 
and -that these lines are be- 
in it (October 31, 1922) the dear 
f las been laid away, “sown in weak- 


ness,” but ere long to be “raised in 
power.” ‘ 
What a.life! A product under God 
of old-fashioned Wesleyan Methodism; 
true to the faith, believing the Bible 
from cover to cover, visiting the sick 
atid afflicted, passing out tracts, pointing 
souls to Christ, — poor in earthly things, 
but rich in grace. At the very beginning 
of his married life, almost sixty years 
ago, he established the family altar, and 
never once in all these years was famil 
worship forgotten or neglected. Such 
fathers aré all too few. ; 
Truly, “the memory of the just is 
blessed.” » Dear reader, do you know that 
you are writing your own epitaph while 
you live? Not upon a sdon-crumbling 
tonfbstone, but upon the abiding tables 
of hunian hearts. What aré you writ- 
ing?! 


January 15 to 21 


Mon.—Luke 15 :-11-24. 
The Loving Father and the Lost Son. 
Grievous though the prodigal’s sin, his 
father loved him enough to see him 
coming “a great way off” (must he not 
have been looking for him?), and to run, 
and fall on his neck, arid kiss him, reek- 
ing with moral.and physical filth-though 
the boy. must have been! Oh, the prod- 
igal boys that might be saved to-day, 
were it not for prodigal parents! 


Prayer Succestions: Read the intro- 
duction above, and pray for. every home 
in our Sunday School Times family, 
very especially for every father. Pray 
that not. any family altar. may be ne- 
glected or broken down. Pray’ for each 
member of your home. Pray for all 
the homes of your community. 


Tues.—John 3 : 11-21, Fhe Revelation of Love, 


Ged’ so loved a world of rebellious 
prodigals, every one of them (Psa. 14: 
3; Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3: 10-19) reeking 
with moral and physical filth, that he 
gave a Gift able to remove all that fi 
on the simple condition of-believing an 
receiving (John 1:12; 3:16). Do we 
usually have to agonize in order to re- 
ceive @ gift? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God 
may enable you to lead the unsaved for 
whom yow are interceding to see that 
just as gifts are not to be worked for, 
but simply to be taken, so Christ is to 
be freely received. Does it please the 
og to have us BEG for the gift which 

offers us? 


Wed.—i John 4: 7-21. The Response to Love. 


The response of love is ewo fold: (1) 
“We love him” (v. 19). (2) “We ought 
also to love one another” (v..11). If we 
say we dove God, and at the same time 
love not one another, our profession is 
false. Some of the marks of true spir- 
itual love are found in John 15:12, 13 
(“his life,” his own desires arid wishes) ; 
Philippians 2:3; James 2:15, 16. 

Prayer Svuccestions,; Pray. for the 
unsaved of your church and community. 
Pray for the unevangelized, the unloving, 
the wnresponsive. Pray for your com- 
munity as a whole, its public officials, its 
business men, its daily toilers, its house- 
wives, its children, its servants, its day 
school teachers, its postoffice and trans: 


, 
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Thurs.—Ephesians 2 : 1-10. od 
The Riches of Love. 

Ephesiaris 3; 19 throws additional light, 
on the ye of God’s igs Its extent 
is past finding .out, and yet we may 
know, that is, ae it; remember- 
ing our former living-eo state (alive 
physicatfly, dead  spiri ),“but now 
alive both physically and spiritually; by 
God’s grace, through a God-given (but 


humanly exercised): faith... : 


Suecsstions: Pray for the 


many evangelistic meetings now in prog- 


ress. Pray for a von élists and all 
evangelistic associations. Pray for every 
group of intercessors pleading for re- 
vival, and ask God to multiply the num- 
ber of imtercessors and to increase ‘the 
burden. Can you not form a weekly 
group in your church or home? 

Fri—Romans & : 31-38. The Reaches of Love. 


Some one has said: “Nothing lies be- 
yond the reach of -prayer except that 
which lies outside the will of God.” If 
this. is true of prayer, is it not equally. 
true of love? If God’s love was effectual 
to usward, will it not be just as ef- 
fectual.in behalf of those’ for whom in 
the Spirit we pray? -. wires? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that in all 
your intercessions you may have the 
‘faith which worketh by ‘love,” that is, 
the faith whose motive is, the love of 
God in the heart. (It-4s possible to ex- 
ercise a powerful fatth wholly apart from 
love... See 1 Corinthians 13:2.) No 
other faith is spiritually effectual in be- 
half of sinner or samt. Pray. 
Sat.—Revelation 3 : 14-22. The Reproof of Love. 


It would not be a perfect. love that 
would restore; would reveal itself, would 
be responsive, would exhibit its - riches 
and its reaches,. but would never reprove, 
or. warn, or chastén. God's love is not 
lacking ‘in:a single necessary élement. 
Nevertheless even his reproof of the 
apostate Laodicean church carries, with 
it a tender exhortation to repent. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray. for the 
Business. Men’s Council of the Pocket 
Testament League inter psec for 
the opening of more industrial plants for 
the Gospel message. and the free distri=< 
bution of the Pocket-Testements ot noon 
meetings. Pray’ for.:..the. extension. of 
this work’ to other industrial’ centers 
throughout America, 

Sun.—Psalm 143: 1-8, 
Leaning on-God's Lovingkindness. 

One more “R” — the. récline of. love 
on God’s lovingkindness. | “In: thee do. I 
trust”. (v. 8). We are. living in peril- 
ous. days: Mamy. .a . spirit _is . “oyer- 
whelmed within,” .many 4 heart “is déso- 
late.” Let all such ‘remember that “he 
hath said, I will never: leave- thee; nor 
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5; read . also 
Isa. 26:3). Hallelujah! 

Praise ‘Succestions: “Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and-all that is within me, 
bless his holy name”; for the gift of 
his love, for loving friends, for. home 
and health, for spiritual companionship, 
for unnumbered material blessings, P ia 
a place to serve. God, for souls finding 


Christ. “Praise ye the Lord 


Your Savings 
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i ed 4 28 

Sep cs bg gt hs 
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is only $2.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrante says: “There 
is no other | like as Well.”” Sample copy ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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Enroll now. Use ae bed Best books: Finest 
Ss stu 





$200 a W 


:. My name is Rowe and I live in a small ¢ 
in New York State, <= * 
Two years ago I’ was a baker—constantl 
hard up—living from hand to mouth. 
And * yet—-to-day I am a successful bu 
ness man. Last month I made $876 duri 
my spare time, I own our nine-room house 
I have an automobile. I have money 
books, or any other. pleasures that I ii 
want. I-have the cash to-day to educa 
my son and send him through college. 


‘ ‘ 
This Is How It Happened | 

One day in glancing through a magazine {i 
read an advertisement.. The advertiseme 
said that any man could make’ a 
dred to three hundred dollars a month duf 
ing his spare time, » 

I didn’t believe ft. I knew that I worke 
hard eight hours _a day for $50.00 @ wes 
and I figured that no man could make th 
much during a couple of hours’ a day spa 
time: - 

But as I read that ad I found that it point 
ed “te ‘men who had made that much 
more. In the last paragraph the. advertiser 
offered te_send..a book wi cost, I sti 
doubted. But I thought if was worth a twi 
cent stamp, so I tore out the coupon anf 
put. it ip. my, pocket, and the next day 4 
my way home from work I mailed . it. 

When I look back*to that.day and. reali 
how close I Game to passing up that. ad, 
sends cold chills down miy spiné- “‘If- th 
book had cost me a thousand dollars inst 
of a two-cent:étamp, it still have -»b 
cheap. All that Ihave to-dayan. automo 
bile, my ofthe, an established /business, 4 
contented family--all these are due to th 
things I learned by reading that littie cight- 
page booklet. 5 

Ali the: work I have done has »been pleas: 
ant and easy, and withal, amazingly simple, 

am the representative in this territory 
@-raincoat. manufacturer. The booklet I read 
was one issued by that company. It tells 
any man or woman just what it told me. Him 
offers to any one the same opportunity that 
was offered to me. 

The. Comer Manufacturing Company 4 
ohe of the ‘largest manufacturers of high 
grade raincoats.in America: but they @ 
not sell through stores. They sell “the 
coats through lecal representatives. 
local representative does not have to buy 
stock. All he does, is»take orders fro 
Comer customérs and he gets his profit t 
saitie day ‘the order is taken. Fully half 
my customers come tomy house to ¢ 
me their orders. s 

My busitiess is growing bigger ¢ 
month. I don’t know how great it will grow 
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| but there are very few businessmen in thi 













cite whose het profit is greater than mine 
and I can see only unlimited -opportunity 1 
the future. 


Why Not Try it Yourself? 


If you are interested in increasing your 1 
coiné froms $100 t6 $1,000 a monthand can de 
vote all your time or only an hour or so 2 da 
to this same proposition in your territory 
write The Comer Manifacturing Company 4 
Dayton, Ohio. Simply sign ‘the attached 
cou and they will send fe the eight-pag 
booklet referred to by.Mr. Rowe and full de 
tails of their remarkable, proposition 


Cut Out and Mail 
Loma ee 


Dept. W-65, Dayton, O. 


Gentlemen: Please send: me, without 0% 
gation on my part, cony of your Booklet af 
It details of your proposition. 
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Courses.. Hundre udving. Circulars. Write 
Prof-C: J: Burton; Bible University, Eugenc,Ore. 
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